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Indian Numismatic studies have
come a long way ever since its inception
more than two hundred years ago. There
is a tremendous attraction to these pieces
of metal among academicians and

antiquity collectors. Any discovery
brings excitement and experts in various
aspects of coin studies start their work
for a better understanding of the value of
the find, both academically and
commercially, e.g. the discovery of
Bayana Hoard. (Altekar, 1947, pp. 236-
248). Though glorious in the pages of
history, today the study of ancient
Indian coins has come to a very critical
juncture due to the lack of financial
support and the need for the inclusion of
innovative minds in the projects
undertaken for numismatic studies. A lot
of repetition is found in the project
proposals submitted for funding or in
the research proposals presented for
acquiring a Ph. D. degree. A challenge is
faced by genuine researchers in getting
access to the hoards of coins kept in the
custody of various government-funded

institutions,
possessions. There are many coins in the
repositories of various museums and
with private collectors, but those have
not yet been published or studied for the

not to talk of private

proper evaluation of their historical
worth. There is a lack of proper training
for the young researchers as regards the
handling of the coins. More efforts are
required creating  general
awareness about theancient coins, in

towards

schools and colleges and in society by
and large. Even a general idea about the
shapes and sizes of the ancient coins,
metals used for making these
coins,writing, and figures on coin
surfaces is severely lacking among the
people, not only from the common walks
of life but among the academicians also.
I have seen the visitors of the coin
exhibitions surprised to see the variety
of ancient Usually,
exhibitions are held at the time of
numismatic or history-related
gatherings, however, in the digital era
that need not be the case. More and more

coins. such
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such exhibitions can be held online along
with some documentaries giving basic
information regarding the techniques
used by the ancient craft experts for
making coins. Of course, it is done by
some experts digitally but unless and
until it becomes a part of the curricula it
will remain dependent on the choice of
the individuals. The departments of
archaeology and ancient history of the
universities in India and abroad offer
courses on numismatics, but very often
those are optional courses, hence the
students acquiring a Master’sdegreein
archaeology may not have any training
in numismatics.

Any academic discipline can thrive
only when it has support from living
culture. There is a difference between the
personal hobby of collecting coins and
numismatics as an academic discipline,
the former may or may not look for
every piece of evidence, but the latter is
expected to look for every minutest of
the details of the artifact in hand. As far
as the hobby collection of the ancient
Indian coins is concerned it is done with
a lot of passion, but, regarding the study
of such collections, the efforts are far
short of the expectations. Going through
the pages of journals dedicated to
numismatics, it is observed that there are
no intense discussions on the readings of
the coin legends or variations in the coin
series of a particular identity. Let me
quote here an example from the writings
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of AN. Lahiri. (Lahiri, 1964, pp.142-
149).By studying the bilingual legends
on the Indo-Greek coins he tried to fix
the chronological sequence of the early
Indo-Greek rulers. Another important
issue that he deals with in his article is
regarding the process of reaching up to
standard Prakrit equivalencefor the
Greek words.A further discussion in this
regard is
numismatic history but also for the

essential not only for

history of languages in India.

Coins made primarily of metals are
damaged easily due to metal erosion.
The weather conditions in India are not
conducive for metal preservation, hence,
the coins get damaged  very
fast.Fortunately with
technology coins are getting cleaned and

advanced

preserved more effectively. Also, the
technology is used for better imaging of
the coins and making catalogs. However,
given the volume of the coins available,
dating to different historical periods, the
work that is done so far and the speed at
which it is quite
insufficient.It will not be out of place
here to quote some examples of the
research done related to the metals used
for coins in Ancient India. Upendra
Thakur in an article has presented a
review of the use of gold for coins
during different political rules,
especially dealing with the question of
the source of gold. (Thakur, 1980, pp. 99-
115). His main inquiry is as regards

being done is
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Indian gold mines as against the gold
coming from foreign lands like Rome or
China. More extensive researches need
to be done for knowing the sources of
metals used for coins during the ancient
period. Here it is
emphasize that such research necessarily
demands collaboration with experts in
the fields of geology and metallurgy.
One of the important aspects related

important to

to the metals used for coins is metal
erosion. Kosambi’s work on the punch-
marked coins has amply shown the
significance of this aspect. (Kosambi,
1940) D. D. Kosambi conducted research
with the help of statistics almost eight
decades ago on punch-marked coins. He
showed the use of statistics for the study
of coins and added a new dimension to
Indian numismatics. Kosambi’'s work,
though appreciated by all the historians
for being the first of its kind, had some
shortcomings, that was pointed out by
the experts. In subsequent times, similar
studies with more sound methodologies
could have been conducted by the young
researchers, but, probably due to the lack
of training in statistical methods such
work could not be undertaken by the
students of ancient or medieval history
and archaeology. Taking a clue from
Kosambi’s  two  very  important
formulations, viz. “greater the period of
circulation= wider the variation of
weight of coins minted together”, and

“the estimate of absorption rate of coins

in circulation” hypothesis can be built
for regional assemblages of coins and
such can be tested for either proving or
disproving the hypothesis. = Kosambi
does not fail in giving a rider that the
rate is not affected by some abnormal
situation, which needs to be kept in
mind while researching based on
Kosambi’s formulation. The time has
come to think afresh about certain
assumptions in the said work by
Kosambi. Or let us say, over a long
period, spreading over a couple of
centuries, there can be multiple reasons
for the disappearance or low frequency
of occurrence of coins, and all cannot be
considered 'abnormal'. Is it possible to
make new assumptions and conduct a
similar kind of survey for another set of
coins? Say, for example, the coins of the
medieval period.

Journals published specially
dedicated to Indian numismatics are just
a countable few. Mostly, the articles
related to numismatics are published in
journals related to history and
archaeology. such
scattered published works related to
early Indian coins can be created for
ready While discussing
pioneeringworks like that of Kosambi,

such repositories will be very helpful to

Repositories  of

references.

young researchers. They will be able to
see if there is any change in the
methodology applied for the study of
the ancient Indian coins. Many scholars



4 Journal of the Numismatic Society of India

have critically examined the work of
Kosambi on punch-marked coins, if all
such publications are available in one
repository, a young researcher can start a
fresh inquiry into the subject.

It is observed that most of the work
related to historical coins is in the area of
the socio-economic history of different
periods. Very few researches include all
the aspects like, the making techniques,
metallurgy, shape and size, wearing and
weathering  effects,legends, motifs,
portraits, geographical location of the
find spot, and many more things that
can be studied. We do not know of any
work conducted in numismatic research
where a team is working on various
dimensions of the historical study of any
coin or a coin
Interdisciplinaryresearch

assemblage.

combining
laboratory techniques and historical
investigation urgently
required. Social scientists or experts in
the field of metallurgical science alone

can not come to any conclusion about

methods is

the potential of a coin as a source of
history.

Another area of research that had a
very good beginning, but has slowed
down over the decades, is the
palaeographic study of coin legends.
One of the path-breaking discoveries in
the field of paleography was thereading
of the ancient Indian scripts with the
help of bilingual coins issued by the
Indo-Greek rulers. With the help of
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modern technology, there can be an
extensive survey of the orthography of
coin legends of different
periods. With the help of coin legends
hand, certain linguistic peculiarities can
be marked and studied in the light of the
grammar of different languages.
Observations can be made regarding the
grammatical accuracy of the legends.
This calls for a combined effort of the

historical

historians and language experts. Such
combined projects will enrich both
branches of study because the language
experts are certainly interested in seeing
the changes taking place in languages
over a period of time and coin legends
will allow them to place certain language
peculiarities in chronological sequences.
On the other hand for the historical
reconstruction of social, political, and
cultural pasts the observations regarding
the language element will prove to be
very crucial. Let me quote a familiar
example of the coins of the Western
Kshatrapas. Studying the legends of the
Western Kshatrapa coins together with
the inscriptions can be one way of
understanding the linguistic importance
of these coins. Assessing the degree of
grammatical correctness of the coin
legends,  corroborated  with  the
inscriptional language will
indicate the language behavior of the
persons in the royal courts. In the
Junagadh inscription of Rudradaman, it
is said that the king was an expert in the

certainly
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various branches of language science,
and the language of the said inscription
to a great extent justifies this claim.
Sanskrit used for this inscription is of
high quality, according to scholars like
Mahamahopadhyay V. V. Mirashi.
(Mirashi, 1981, p.122).Hence, the study
of the language of the legends and the
inscriptions of the Western Kshatrapas
need to be compared to arrive at some
conclusion regarding the choice of
language for specific purposes. Does it
remain the same or does it change? If it
changes does it change uniformly? Such
questions can be asked for more research
in this direction.

The language and the literary
aspects of the coin legendsneed
revisiting. It will not suffice to say that a
particular dynasty shows a particular
choice of language for coin legends.
Which dynasty uses Prakrit and which
uses Sanskrit has been observed by the
early numismatic experts, however
placing this choice side by side with the
contemporary inscriptions and see if
there is any difference or it is the same
and if it is not the same, why that has
been so? Inscriptions and coin legends
served different purposes, hence the
language choice in both cases are very
important. This fact about the choice of
language for
legends has been discussed by Mirashi,
in his study of the history of the
Satavahana and Kshatrap dynasties,

inscriptions and coin

primarily based on their inscriptions.
Mirashi observes how the
indicative of the royal authority in the

word

case of Satavahanas is Prakrit, ‘rafio” or
‘rano’ but in the case of Kshatrap coins, it
is  Sanskrit,  ‘rajiio’.  Satavahana
inscriptions and coins both show a
choice of  Prakrit,
inscriptions of the
Sanskrit for many inscriptions. Another
excellent example of the study of
paleography and language used for the
coins is the research carried out by
Shrimali for the Panchal coins. (Shrimali,

1985) The rigor employed by Shrimali is

whereas  the
Kshatrapas use

very rarely found in other numismatic
surveys.

The  Satavahanas
contemporaries  of  the
Kshatrapas, and by and large, their
inscriptions and coin legends are found
to be in Prakrit. Coins of the Western
Kshatrapas and the Satavahanas must
have been in regular circulation as
mediums of exchange. Hence, the choice
of language for the coin legends had a

were the
Western

wider implication, as compared to the
inscriptions.  The Indo-Greek rulers
using Greek and Indian languages
simultaneously on their coins is perfectly
because  of their
geographical location. Greek must be

understandable

their court language, but their coins
were in circulation among the Indian
traders also, hence the Indian language.
This choice of language in the case of



6 Journal of the Numismatic Society of India

Indo-Greek coins also needs to be seen in
the light of the iconic representation of
Indian cult figures like Vasudev and
Balaram.(Bopearachchi, 2016). Coins of
the Indo-Scythians, Indo-Parthians, and
the Kushanas show the same features
and can be explained in the same way. A
more careful study of Greek alphabets
from the palaeographic point of view
probably be fruitful. Does it show any
stylistic variation or it remains the same
for almost two centuries? Secondly, the
use of Kharoshti and Brahmi scripts
needs to be contextualized. Does it show
a complete shift from Kharoshti to
Brahmi or date wise it overlaps and then
gradually settles to Brahmi? This can be
best studied in the case of the coins of
the Western Kshatrapas. The shift from
the proper Greek legend to the notional
use of Greek script without any specific
reading intended on the coins of the
Western Kshatrapas needs to be studied
in the light of the
contemporary from Northern

of the coins
rulers
India and Deccan. The absence of a
common coin legend ‘Tratara” needs to
be placed in a chronological sequence to
understand the fading of the Greek
influence in the case of Indian coins. Did
it get replaced with some other epithet?

I strongly feel that the new
researchers can spend time studying
carefully the language and script aspects
of coins, region-wise and period-wise.
This will be a great contribution of
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numismatists to the field of the history
of language in India. Extensive maps can
be prepared and published showing the
use of different languages and scripts for
ancient coins. These can be designed on
the model of the contemporary linguistic
survey of India.

The study of coins as a part of the
history of art is very limited in the
Indian context. The depictions on the
coins are another field of study that
requires efforts for the
interpretations with newer paradigms.
Religious symbols or iconographic

renewed

representations of various Gods and
Goddesses studied
extensively in the context of dynasties or
geographical regions.
have chosen the time segments also.
However the stylistic comparison with

have been

Some surveys

religious done
sufficiently, eg. Vasudev or Balaram on
Indo-Greek king
Agathocles. The connection between the
sculptures and coins in the case of the
statues of Buddha and figures of Buddha
on the coins of the Kushan ruler
Kanishka and the Gandhar sculptures of
the same period needs to be studied
further to fix a chronology of the iconic

forms. The legends read the names of

sculptures is not

the coins of the

Buddha as Shakyamuni, Maitreya, or
simply Buddha. Corroborating these
images  with  the  iconographic
representation of Buddha with the same
identification in sculptural art will reveal
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some more specifications associated with
Buddha in different forms. With the
numismatic and sculptural evidence will
it be possible to say that the Kushan
period was a period when certain
iconographic features were getting
standardized? Can that also be said
regarding other deities like Krishna,
Shiva, or Lakshmi? The replacement of
Ardokshowith Lakshmi by the Gupta
mint artists has been very often
mentioned, but that also needs to be
further studied, because it is not just a
copy with a change of cornucopia to the
lotus. The cornucopia and lotus as
symbols mean different things. One is
for fertility and plenitude and the other
is for purity. A lot of mythologies
certainly overlap and in some ways, the
mythical association of Ardoksho with
waters and Lakshmi, whois supposed to
have emerged out of waters at the time
of the churning of the ocean, can be
brought together. But I think rather than
going into such obvious similarities in
appearance, it will be worthwhile to start
investigation = about the
representations of these goddesses on
coins
connected with each other. They appear
similar but in spirit, they may be

a fresh

assuming them to be non-

different, hence both the similarities and
differences to be
investigated. Treatment given to human
portraits and the depiction of Gods and

need thoroughly

Goddesses can be examined

exhaustivelyto understand the influence
of mythology and iconographic art on
the artists working in the field of coin
decorations. Some of the details in the
iconographic representations such as the
trident of Shiva on the Kushana coins
and the trident of Shiva in the sculptures
dated later than the coins can be
compared to understand the changes
taking place as regards the actual objects
or even in the stereotypes. The influence
of the Greco-Roman tradition on the
portraits of the Indian rulers seen on the
coins has been discussed by many
scholars, however, the changes made by
the artists while copying from foreign
sources are not highlighted sufficiently.

Another area as regards the
depictions on the coin is the symbols. A
lot of symbols can be reinterpreted by
placing them in the proper cultural
context, e.g. One of the symbols on the
punch-marked coins identified as the
Persian Wheel used as a device for
drawing water from the wells needs
revisiting. Depiction of animals like
elephants, fish, bulls, rhinoceros, horses,
bore,etc., and birds like peacocks can be
studied for understanding their cultural
value in a given period. I am not saying
that it is not done, but that can still be
studied with a deeper understanding of
the correlation between symbols and
their meaning, which changes over a
period of time.
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In the end, I want to say once again
that the time has come to seriously think
about the future of numismatic studies.
The challenges are many but the
solutions are limited, hence, maximum
cooperation of the people working in the
field of history and archaeology needs to
be achieved. Effective negotiation is
required for bringing the numismatic
data to the public, especially that of the
coin repositories in the museums. High-
ranking government officials, museum
authorities, and scholars working in the
field of numismatics have to develop a
network to ensure that the research
related to coins in the collection of
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museums is conducted with maximum
cooperation and minimum interference.
University departments of history and
archaeology should restructure their
syllabi to accommodate more learning
related to coins. Last but not least public
awareness is required for ensuring the
sustenance of this kind of research. The
Numismatic Society of India and other
local coin societies are doing a good job
by bringing together academicians and
hobby collectors and antiquity dealers,
the wuniversity students, and faculty
members should extend their support to
these societies.
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THE MAGHA TRADERS AND KINGS AND THEIR
COINAGE IN A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

MANISHA S. AGNIHOTRI

Introduction: Nomenclature of the
Maghas

Generally, most of the names of the
Magha Kings end with the word 'Magha'
as a surname. The word 'Magha' has
been variously interpreted. One may
equate the Maghas and seek their
derivation from the word 'Maghavan',
which means Indra, connecting, them
with an ancient powerful deity. Others
relate them to the name of an island by
this name and the country of the others
(the Mlecchas). The names of the Magha
have a phonetic resemblance with 'Maga'
or 'Moga'. Some take them to be
indigenous people
consider the word Maga to be foreign.
Because of the multiple opinions on the
etymology and derivation of the word,
nothing can be said with certitude. Some
scholars suggest that this dynasty was

whereas others

founded by a Lieutenant of the Kusana
named Magha.!
Maghas in Literary Sources

Three literary sources furnish some
details about the Magha merchants and
the rulers by this name. These literary
sources may be enumerated as (i)The
Puranas (ii) TheMahabharata and (iii) The
Divyavadana. The Maghas are properly
described as the most powerful people
(mahabalah)? in the Puranas. The
Puranasalso mentions nine prudent kings
of Kosala® but they do not give details
regarding their rule. More prolific details
about the Magha merchants and rulers
come from the Supriyavadanam in the
Divyavadana.* An analysis of the internal
details of the Avadana brings out the
prosperity of trade and commerce as
enterprising activities of the leader of a
(sarthavaha), the

mercantile caravan

1. D.C.Sircar, The Indian Numismatic Chronicle, Vol.IlI, Part-1, p.176.
2. kodalanam tu rajano bhavisyanti mahabalah; Megha iti samakhyata buddhimanto navaiva tu
F.E.Pargiter, The Purana Text of the Dynasties of the Kali Age,p.51.

3. Ibid.

4. E.B.Cowell and R.A.Neil (eds.) , The Divyavadana,A Collection of Early Buddhist Legends,
Now First Edited From The Nepalese Sanskrit MSS. in Cambridge and Paris, (Indological
Book House , Delhi and Varanasi), Second Edition , 1987, pp. 91-123.
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Magha Chief Supriya and his five
hundred fellow traders, who embarked
on a very perilous journey along with
him for getting precious jewels of
various descriptions from the region of
the Badaradvipa, situated in the lap of
the Himalayan range. The fascinating
and awe-inspiring accounts of the
mercantile starting
Varanasi and passing through the city of
Rauhitaka (Modern Rohataka, near
Delhi), and at last terminating with the
arrival and fulfillment of the mission at

mission from

Badara Dvipa (Badrinath?), punctuated
by the geographical hurdles confronted
in the way caused by the uneven hills,
valley, rivers, fierce winds and the
plunder by the ferocious thieves of the
caravan consisting of five hundred
merchants. The account also speaks in
detail about the ritual of the coronation
of the Sarthavaha Magha Chief by the
King himself and the security provided
by him during the challenging journey
The legend further speaks eloquently of
the prosperity of the Sarthvaha
community in the three popular cities,
their extent, demography and rulers in
them. This short, but graphic picture is

culled from the description given in
Supriyavadana of Divyavadana. The
analysis of internal details about the
three cities, their opulence and activities
of the Sarthavaha traders, their naval
journey, and the commodities with
which the five hundred merchants of
Varanasi dealt, form the subject matter
of the basis of this study. Besides, an
attempt is also made to locate the
undertaking in the larger canvas of time
and space and gauge their truthfulness
by  epigraphic, numismatic, and
archaeological corroborations.
The Magha Kings as known for the
Epigraphs, Seals, and Sealings

We come across more than dozen
names of the Magha Kings based on our
study of their inscriptions and five seals
and sealings. The inscriptions taken into
consideration for the reconstruction of
the history of Magha Kings find
mentioned below.5 The Kosam stone slab
inscription of Bhadra Magh dated in the
Saka year 86, found from Hasnabnd near
Kosam, mentions Maharaja Shri Bhadra
Mahga(svastimaharajasyashriBhadramagha
sya).. Three inscriptions found from
Kosam’ also mention Bhadramagha,

5. Bandhogarha cave Inscription of Shivamagha and Vaishravana (N.P.Chakravarti,
EI,81,1955-56,184-86), Kosam Pillar Inscription of Vaishravana(éaka year 107),
Bandhogarh inscriptions no. 18and 19 of Vaishravana.( Indian Epigraphy , A Guide to the
Study of Inscriptions in Sanskrit, Prakrit and the other Indo-Aryan Language , p.92),
Fragmentary Stone Inscription no.14 of Shivamagaha and the others who have been
studied above . By and large, the epigraphs of the Magha rulers fall between 51 and 139.

6.  Epigraphia Indica, XVIL,p.160.

7. AS.Altekar, ' The Maghas of South Kosala', Ganganath Jha Research Institute Journal, Vol. 1

(1941)p.145.
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whereas in one of the Bandhogrh
inscriptions of a later date mention is
made of Bhadramagha as Maharaja
(great king) Bhatadeva, elsewhere the
same

person is called Mahasena

Bhadrabala.®
There are about twenty donations
made by traders and merchants

recorded in and around Rewa District of
Madhya Pradesh. Out of them, we take
up only two inscriptions which provide
us some data for our study of the Magha
rulers and merchants. We come across a
reference to the donation made by a
Magha Minister (amatya) of Kautsiputra,
Pothashri, and also as Minister of War
(sandhivigrahika).
Magha's father is named Chakora, who
was himself a Minister (amatya), though
the name of the ruler under whom he
worked is not stated in the record. The

and Peace Here

Amatya, Magha caused two inscriptions
to be engraved to record his gifts. In each
record, an identical donation is recorded,
ie. two tanks, two cave dwellings (as
night shelter), called latagrha, and a
garden (arama). This minister donor
surfaces on the tenth day of the seventh
fortnight of summer by the year 86 of
Pothshri. It is remarkable to note that
apart from doing their business, the

8. Ibid.
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Mahgas are seen occupying prestigious
positions’ in the governance of a State or
Kingdom.

We also come across four names of
the Kings of the Magha dynasty based
on the Rajghat seal.l® The names of
theseKings occurring on the seals are (1)
Bhimasena, who is stated to be the son of
queen Vasisthi. The characters read
rajiiahkautsiputrasyashivamagha,i.e.Shiva
magha, the son of the King Kautsiputra.
The third name of the Magha King that
occurs on the Rajghat seal is
Shivamagha, the son of Gautami
(Gautamiputrashivamagha). The fourth
name is Rudramagha. An inscribed
sealing from Bhita mentions the name of
Bhimasena.!! His title is ragja( king).

In addition to the above seals and
inscriptions  furnishing  information
about the Maghas, we come to know
about some more useful inscriptions,
belonging to them deposited in the
Museum of Ancient History Culture and
Archaeology department of Allahabad
University. Furthermore, about a dozen
inscriptions of the Magha(s) rulers are
listed in the study of the Magha
inscriptions!2 by S.N. Roy. In his list, he
has given the names of three inscriptions
belonging to Bhadra Magha, one to

9. R Chakravarty, Trade And Traders in Early Indian Society, p.41.
10. K.K.Thapalyal, Studies in Ancient Indian Seals,p.36. The Kings' names of the Magha

dynasty are based on the Rajghat seals.
11. A.S. Altekar,op.cit.p.145.

12. S.N.Roy , Magha Inscriptions in the Allahabad Museum, Raka Prakashana , Allahabad.
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Vaisravana, and one to VijayaMagha. In
addition to this, he also mentions the
Kosam inscription of Bhadramagha,
dated in the year 83, the Buddhist image
inscription of Bhadra Magha, dated in
the year 86, the Kosam Stone slab
inscription, the Kosam inscription of
Vaiéravanadeva, dated in the year 107,
Ginja inscription of Bhimasena and the
Stone shaft inscription of Bhimavarman
dated in the year 139.

Some of the names of the Magha
Rulers are known from their coins. We
come across the names of eleven Magha
Kings from the Vatsa Country, popularly
known as Bhadra Magha, Shiva Magha,
Vaishravana, Satamagha, Vijaya Magha,
Rudra Magha, Yuga Magha,
Bhimavarman, Nava, Pushvashri and
Dhanadeva.’® It is stated that the Magha
coins have been found above the Mitra
rulers.’* The coins of Bhadra Magha,
Vaishravana, Pura Magha, and Yuga
Magha have been found from
Kaushambi.’> They were also found in
the Mahakosala region from Tripuri,

near  Jubblepur. According to
A.S.Altekar a large number of coins have
been found from Kaushambi.16
Magha Coins from the Archaeological
Sites and Hoards

There are several archaeological
sites where the Magha coins have been
found. But on account of the prolific
distribution of the Magha coins, five
prominent sites have been selected by us
for the study. Among these sites
mentioned may be made of (i) Kausambi
(ii) Varanasi-Rajghat (iii) Bandhogarh
(iv)Rohataka- Khokhrakot and (v) South
Kosala.

W)

The Three Kausambi Hoards of Coins

According to the excavator of the
site of Kau$ambi, the Magha coins
belong to the structural period IV-20,
which has been assigned the dates from
C.165 to 235 A.D. They were circular
pieces. It is remarkable to note that the
archaeological excavation conducted at
Kausambi yielded three hoards of the
Magha coins. The first one of these

13. P.L.Gupta, Coins, National Book Trust, New Delhi, First Reprint, 2000, p.50 and
P.L.Gupta, “Bearing of the Local Coins on the History of Northern India”, Memoirs of the
Department of Ancient Indian History , Culture And Archaeology, No.2, Seminar Papers on the
Local Coins of Northern India C. 300 B.C. To 300 A.D. editor , A.K. Narain Assisted by
J.P.Singh and Nisar Ahmad , B.H.U, 1968,p.148.

14. P.L.Gupta, “Bearing of the Local Coins on the History of Northern India”, Memoirs of the
Department of Ancient Indian History , Culture And Archaeology, No.2, Seminar Papers on the
Local Coins of Northern India C. 300 B.C. To 300 A.D. editor, A.K. Narain Assisted by
J.P.Singh and Nisar Ahmad , B.H.U, 1968, p.148.

15. Ibid.

16. A.S. Altekar, “The Maghas of South Kosala” GangaNath [ha Research Institute Journal, Vol.l

(1941), P.65.



38 Journal of the Numismatic Society of India

hoards consisted of 50 coins found from
a disturbed layer.”” Therefore it could
not be dated precisely. The hoard was
buried between C. 200-250 AD. Out of
the total number of coins, 49 coins
belonged to the Magha rulers (A.D.200).

The second hoard of coins consisted
of 136 coins.’® Of these only 13 were
identifiable. Out of these 13 coins, 12
belong to Satamagha and one to
VijayaMagha.

As regards the third hoard, which
yielded 171 Except
indistinct blurred coins, all belonged to
the Magha dynasty. Of these 50 coins
have been assigned to ShivaMagha, 3 to
SataMagha, 9 to Vaisravana, and 10 to
Vijaya Magha.

According to the excavation reports,
the sub-period VI of Kausambiwitnessed
the decline of the Kusanas and the
beginning of the Magha supremacy. By
the time of the sub-period VII, the
Maghas were in undisputed ascendancy.
It has been pointed out by an excavator
that the Magha currency was very
popular and the coins of the earlier ruler
were negligible in numbers. In his
ultimate analysis of the excavator, the

coins.19 a few
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Maghas succeeded Kusana in
Kausambi.?0

Some hoards of coins especially
found from Fatehpur and Kausambi
have also been studied and added to the
corpus of the Magha coins. Ajai Mitra
Sastri's study of Magha coins?! throws
welcome light on the history and
numismatics of the Maghas. Similarly,
Magha hoards from Fatehpur?2 (U.P.)
also show their area of occupation and
the circulation of their currency.

(1

The Sites of Kashi-Varanasi-Rajghat
Complex

We have
Rajghat seal gives four names of the
rulers of the Magha dynasty. Two other
seals, though they do not refer to the
names of the Magha Kings, demonstrate
guild activities in the region. One of
these two seals, one belonging to the
guild of milk and milk product dealers
having the legend gavayakaseniyewas
found in the Rajghat excavation. Besides
this, the second seal of the guild is in
forest products, bearing the legend
varanasyranyakasreni. Both these seals
belong to the first century B.C.2

seen above that the

17.  G.R. Sharma, Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of India, No.74, Excavations at Kausambi,

1969, p.82.
18.  Ibid.
19. Ibid.
20. Ibid., p.10.

21. AM. Sastri, Kausambi Hoard of Magha Coins, Nagpur, 1979.
22.  Anamika Roy , Brahmi Inscriptions of Northern India, Raka Prakashan , Allahabad, First

edition 2003, p.22.

23.  Oriental Numismatic Studies, Vol.I,, ed. Devendra Handa, p.46.



2021

Although these two seals found from
Varanasi do not mention any names of
the Magha Kings, they seem to be
subsumed under the category of traders
as $renis are explained as an association
of traders, artisans, money lenders or
users, etc. Buddhist literature mention
eight srenis or guilds. Though there are
no Magha rulers and their coins directly
available in Varanasi- Kashi- Rajghat
complex, the occurrence of beads and
semi-precious stones?* suggest some
mercantile or trading activities in the
region. The site
intensively excavated in 1957-58 and
then again from 1960 to 69 by A. K.
Narain of the Banaras Hindu University.
Period II of the site (200 B. C. -1st C. A. D.
) yielded among other things copper cast
and beads of
stones.?

of Rajghat was

coins semi-precious
The site demonstrates the
prolific use of moulds. It is stated by the
excavator that the First to the third
centuries of Christian Eras were the most
prosperous phase.20 The Period III of the

site. was marked by the coins found
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between the First and third centuries
A.D., belonging to the Ayodhya and
Kausambi series.?” The time bracket, first
to the third century is also the period of
emergence and ascendancy of the Magha
rulers in Kausambi. It is reported that
two coins were discovered from the
ruins of Rajghat near Varanasi, which
bear the legend Varanasi in the
characters of the first C.B.C.28 They have
been bracketed in
Varanasi, but who were the issuers
remains a moot point.
(I11)
Coins from the Bandhavgarh Site
The region of Bandhavgarh (Rewa

local issues of

District) has yielded coins, besides seals
and stones inscription of several Magha
rulers, in addition to other rulers.?®
Furthermore, the coins of Magha rulers
are again reported from Bandhavgarh
(Rewa District).3 The Magha kings are
stated to have ruled in the second and
third centuries A.D. between
Bandhavgarh in Madhya Pradesh and

Kausambi as their Center of power.3!

24. A K. Narain, Rajghat Excavation 1960 to 69, Pd. II (200 B.C. -1st c. A.D.) and Period IV of

Kashi Rajghat (-c.300-700 A.D.).
25. Ibid. 26. Ibid.

27. Ibid.

28.  Journal of Numismatic Society of India, XII, pp.134-135 .
29. Raj Kumar Sharma, Madhya Pradesh Ka Sandarbha Grantha , Madhya Pradesh Hindi
Grantha Akadami, Bhopal ,1974, Pratham Sarskarana .

30. Sl.no. 2340-Krishna Dutt, Indian Numismatic Chronicle , Bhaga 3, Anka 1 (1962), pp.11-21

31.

cited on page 494 in DR. Raj Kumar Sharma , Madhya Pradesh ke Puratattva ka Sandarbha
Grantha , Madhya Pradesh, Hindi Grantha Akadami,( Bhopal ,1979), Pratham Samskarana.
A M.Shastri , Early History of Deccan : Problems and Perspective , New Delhi , 1981, Chapters
I and III-V cited in R.S.Sharma, p.66, Early Medieval Indian Society : A Study in Feudalisation,
Kolkata.
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Iv)

Coins from the Rohataka - Khokhara-
Kot Site

Rohtak lies about 70 Kms. West of
Delhi. The ancient remains of Rohtak are
found at the mounds of Khokhrakot. The
ancient site of Khokhrakot is known for
a series of mounds covering a very large
area to the North of Rohtak. The history
of Rohtak is connected with the ruins of
the Khokhrakot. The
Khokhrakot were approximately sixty
feet above the level of the surrounding

mounds of

terrain. We come to know about an
excavation carried out at the site as
informed by A. F. A. Hoernle. The
excavation according to Durga Prasada
former Tahsildar was carried out in A.D.
1880, covering a distance of 60 to 90
feet.32 Three strata of habitation have
been discovered. In the excavation, it is
said that some small coins were also
found in the third layer. The coins are
reported to have been assigned by
Hoernle to the late Saka times.33

It was during the year 1986-90 that
M.D.University =~ Rohtak and  the
department of Archaeology of Haryana
excavated Khokhrakot. The fourfold
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cultural sequence is stated to have been
found.?* It is remarkable to note that a
figurine of the deity of wealth- Kubera
and a female figurine were found.® The
use of burnt bricks is attested by the
excavation during the III period of the
site. It was during this period that we see
the rise of urban centres. Trade and
commerce seem to have replaced the
agrarian economy of this period. This is
also borne out that there might have
been textile work, as is attested by the
finds of spindle whores, reels, and
stamps for printing fabric.3’In addition
to this, one sees the emergence of some
merchant guilds. Sealings of one guild of
root growers (miulavapanaka) were found
during the excavation. The prosperity
and opulence of the city can be
estimated based on coins found at the
site and other material remains. The
terracotta figurines of DhanadevaKubera
have been found which suggest the
worship of the deity of wealth by the
residents.?® The
reported at Rohtak. Several fragments of
moulds were dug out “There were
variations in coin moulds, according to
Birbal Sahni, as the number of moulds

Kusana mints are

32. Birbal Sahni, The Technique of Casting Coins in Ancient India, (New Delhi), 1973, p.6.

33. Ibid.

34. Numismatic Panorama, Essays in the Memory of Late Shri S.M. Shukla (ed.). K.K. Maheshwari

and Bishwajeet Rath, New Delhi, 1996, p.95 .

35. Ibid., p.97.
36. Ibid., p. 98.
37. Ibid.

38. Ibid.
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used was indirectly very large and
endless variety of coins made have
resulted from the many permutations
and combinations that were possible.
The chances are that among the many
thousands of coins that were cast in the
mint no two coins were exactly alike.®
As regards the question of forgery of the
moulds, Birbal thinks that there is no
special reason to doubt the genuineness
of the Rohtak mould.#

The excavation conducted at
Khokhrakot (Rohtak, Haryana) had
yielded evidence of a new guild. In the
deposite of III A were found two seals of
unidentified materials bearing the
legend in Brahmi of the 1stc. B.C.

A Pageant of the Opulence of Magha
Merchants in Rohtak

The three literary texts of the past,
namely the Mahabharata, Niryavalikasiitra,
and Divyavadana speak eloquently of the
richness, prosperity, and opulence of the
ancient city of Rohitaka. The first one of
these, i.e. the Sabhaparva of the
Mahabharata in a simple verse describes
the onrush of the PandavaNakula to
Rohitaka (city), which was extremely
wealthy, beautiful, full of rich cattle,

39. Birbal Sahni, op.cit., p.18.
40. Birbal Sahni, op.cit., p.30.

wealth and grains.? The Niryavalika
sutra®?mentions  the  presence  of
AcharyaSiddhartha in Rohitaka city,
eight Manibhadra gardens and describes
the location of the Rohitaka city in
BharatiKshetra,
opulence. Then, it was ruled by King
Mahabala and his queen was Padmavati.
Learned SiddharthaAcharya
Rohitanagara in the Meghavarna garden
ManibhadraYakshayatana.
Padmavati's son Virangala went to see
him. The third text Divyavadana, in its
eighth called
Supriyavadanamalso describes Rohitaka
as a great metropolitan city (
mahanagara), where Supriya the great
carvan leader, reached during his
journey to Badaradvipa.®? It was here at
Rohtak that he was narrated to avail of
gold, silver, lapis lazuli, etc., which were
extracted from twenty-one substances
after melting the water coming from the
Sudha Mountain. The collection of
jewels, iron, copper, silver crystal, and
medicinal herbs was very alluring
(p.-112). The Avadana describes the
region of the land called Suvarnbhami,
vibrant with all-natural vegetation, and

which was full of

reached

within

Avadana,

41. tato bahudhanam ramyam gavahyam dhana- dhanyavat | kartikeyasya dayitam
rohitakamupadravat | | , Mahabharata,Sabhaparva,32,4-5..

42.  Niryavalika Stutra( in Ardhamagadhi Prakrit called Niryavalai).The Fifth upanga called
,'Vanhidasao, of the text deals with the description of Vrsnis, pp. 274 and 270.

43.  tam drakshyasi mahantam sauvarnabhiimim prthvipradesam puspaphalacchaya vrksopasobhitam
Rohitkan janapadana, Divyavadana, VIII, Supriyavadanam,p.107.
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the Janapada of Rohtak, which was rich,
prosperous, full of grains, and densely
populated.# SupriyaSarthavaha himself
is stated to be rich, excessively wealthy
and a competitor of the wealth of
Vaishravana.%
Extent of Rohtak

The great Metropolis of Rohitaka
according to the text, was of twelve
yojanas' dimension, seven yojanas inthe
stretch, and had seven ramparts, seven
towers, sixty-two doors, and lacs of
houses with well-divided streets, shops,
and markets.
instruments, like a harp, creepers, etc.
emanated from the air. The city was

Sounds of musical

prosperous due to the presence of various
merchandise, and tanks. Orchards, birds
species adorned by the
magnificent residence of the Rohitaka's
Great King and merchants, where lived
Magha  Sarthavaha  Chief, whose
numerous qualities are enumerated in the
text.% Some of these outstanding qualities

of wvarious

44. Ibid., p. 108
45. Ibid., p. 98.
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were his being wealthy, rich in his wealth
like Vaiéravana, a competitor of the riches
of Vaishravana, one who had
distinguished himself as a sailor to
different islands, one capable of sailing
his vessels to the great oceans and seas.#”
their
oceanic trade with other countries far
beyond their frontiers. The Magha coins
bearing such legends as Navasa, Navika,
and the Kings known as Nava and
Navika are also an indicator of their naval
overseas trade.*s Supriya Mahasarthavaha
enquired about the Chief of the Magha
Sarthavaha, the Chief of the Rohitaka
great city. He was told that the Rohitaka
Chief Sarthavaha was under the serious
grip of the great disease and was on the
verge of his death within seven months.
Supriya reached Magha Sarthvaha's
residence in Rohitaka. He entered his

This shows and substantiates

house by telling himself to be a physician.
Becoming familiar with the state of affairs
that the Magha Sarthavaha will die

46. Rohitakam chamahanagaram dvadasayojanayamam saptayojanavistritam sapta
prakaraparikshiptam dvashashtidvaropasobhitam bhavanasatasahasravirajitam
suviviktarathyavithicatvarasringantakantarapanam vinavallikimahati sughoshakaih
srotrabhiramai$ cha gitadhvanibhir anuparata prayogam nandapanyasamriddham
nityapramuditajanaughasamkulam tridaSendropendra sadriSodyanasabhapushkarini- sampannam
kadambahamsakarandavacakravakopasobhitatadagam Rohitakam maharajadhyushitam
mahapurusha banignisevitam yatra Maghah sarthavahah prativasaty.....vaisravanadhanasamudito
vaisravanadhana pratispardhi dvipanataradvipagamana-vidhijiio mahasamudrayana patrayayi,
Divyavadana, VIII, Supriyavadanam, pp.107-108.

47. Ibid., p.108.

48. A.S.Altekar ,' The Maghas of South Kosala', GangaNath Jha Research Institute, Journal, Vol. I
(1941) pp. 145 ff and New History of Indian People , 24 Edition, (p.277) p.66 .
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within seven months, he administered
some medicines to him the removal of
diseases. Further, the Magha Sarthavaha,
Chief of Rohtaka city got welland
narrated the talks he had heard from the
old Mahallakas. The Magha Sarthavaha,
who had accompanied Supriya, died
before reaching Badaradvipa* on the
shipwreck of Mangalpota. Supriya sets
out on the land

route.’0 Having

completed his mission, he goes to
Varanasi, where he is anointed King.5!
Salient Features of the Magha Coins
And Trade: Dynamics of
Their Internal And External Trade
There was great contact between
Bandhavgarh (Rewa) of Central India
and Kausambi in Uttar Pradesh. The
Maghas during their ruling period
availed of the facilities of going by the
route running from Pratisthanapur (also
called Paithan) in Central India and
going up to Sravasti,
internally connected with Mahismati,
Vidisha,Tumbavana or (Tumain) and
Kausambi. This artery of the route
would have facilitated the dynamics of
internal traders to move freely from one
other with their

which was

centre to the

merchandise.>?
As regards the external trade, we

come to know from the study of the

49. Divyavadana, VIII, Supriyavadanam , p.112.

50. 1Ibid., p.113.
51. Ibid., p.121.

Supriyavadana that the Rohtaka kings'
ships sailed to external islands, and the
King was adept at taking his
merchandise-laden ships across the high
seas. Furthermore, the mention of Nava,
Navika, and other cognate words for
navigational activities on the coins of the
Magha kings demonstrate the carrying
of a trade by the ships and boats. The
mention of the Mangalapota ship by
which Supriya embarked on his journey
to Badaradwipa speaks of the naval
power of those times. An inscription
belonging to the fourth century found in
Kurukshetra also describes the cultural
intercourse of Indians with the South-
East Asian Countries.

From the activities of trade, we
move on to the Mahga coins again. It has
been pointed out that most of the Magha
coins are of copper, or silver and copper.
Only a few Magha coins are silver. By
and large, these coins are circular, but
some are circular and square also. The
symbols that occur frequently on Magha
coins are three arched hills, a tree in the
railing, a ladder, four spoked wheels,
and a bull on the reverse side. Some
coins depict a javelin. The names of the
rulers are given in Prakrit, written in
bold letters. Based on paleography, these
coinshave been assigned to the Second

52. R. Chakravarti, Trade And Traders in Early Indian Society, p.88.



44 Journal of the Numismatic Society of India

and the Third century A. D. Dozens of
copper coins, belonging to Bhimasena,
depict a tree in the railing and the legend
reading Bhimasenasa (belonging to
Bhimasena) with the standing bull on the
reverse side of the coin are remarkable.
Based on the finds, it has been held that
Bhimasena was ruling over some parts of
Uttar Pradesh, Kausambi, and Bhita.53P.
L. Gupta mentions the names of eleven
Magha rulers, who were occupying the
ancient Vatsa Country.>* The Magha's
ruled over the areas of Baghelakhanda
too around A. D 250. Seals, Coins, and
inscriptions of Magha kings have been
found from Bhita, Bandhavagarh, and
Kausambi. These Magha rulers are stated
to have resisted the Kusanas. This was the
reason, why the Kusana power could not
penetrate Mahakosala region% P. L.
Gupta expressed his doubts whether the
Maghas of Mahakosala
Kausambistock, or were different from
them. The Maghas ruled in the Second
and third centuries. A. D. between
Bandhavagarh in Madhya Pradesh and
Fatehpur in Uttar Pradesh, with Kausambi
as their Center of power. There appear to
be two schools of thought about the origin
and independence of the Maghas.
According to one view, it is generally

were of
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believed that Kausambi was included in
the Kusana empire and that the Early
Magha was ruling as a feudatory of the
Kusanas. But the stark reality is different
from what is postulated. Maghas not only
issued coins in their rights but they are
also known from several inscriptions
found from Kausambi, Ginja, Bhita, and
Bandhavgarh. Had the Maghas been
feudatories of the Kusanas, they could not
have only ventured to have issued their
coinage independently and the Kusanas
would not have allowed them to do so.
Thus, the Magha's of Kausambi and
South Kodala were
Kusanas. There is a stronger possibility
that the Maghas may have served as a
powerful bulwark against the growing
strength of Kusana areas towards the
East and may have in the end succeeded

independent of

in allying with other Indian powers in
uprooting the Kusanas from Madhya
Pradesh. If we give credence to the
description of Supriya's
activities of Divyavadana and excavation
findings at the Khokhrakota, the Magha
dominion far exceeds the limits of Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana in the North, and
their penetration in the South as
suggested by A. M. Shastri in his South
Indian Historical Studies of these rulers.

mercantile

53. AS. Altekar ,' The Maghas of South Kosala'. GangaNath Jha Research Institute Journal , Vol. I
(1941), pp.149 and New History of Indian People, Second edition, p. 277.

54. P.L.Gupta., Coins, National Book Trust, New Delhi, I Reprint, 2000.

55. Indian Numismatic Chronicle , Bhaga 3, Ankal(1968)p.21-29 cited in Rajkumar Sharma's
Madhya Pradesh Ke Puratattvika Sandarbha Grantha.



REVIEW OF COINS WITH THUNDERBOLT/SWASTIKA

SYMBOLS FROM TELANGANA
(Plate III: 2 to Plate IV:5)

DEME RAJA REDDY

Introduction:

Kaus first reported a stray coin with
thunderbolt and swastika symbols from
Hyderabad of Telangana in 1933. It was
a potin coin with a bold swastika mark
on the obverse side partial legend
around its periphery and a thunderbolt
symbol on the reverse side. The author
noted that Bhumaka and Nahapana of
the Kshaharata line of Western Kshatrap
kings issued coins with a thunderbolt
symbol and this coin did not belong to
them (Rapson 1904). The author opined
that a local king probably issued the
coin. The next report of the swastika and
thunderbolt-type  coins was from
Kondapur excavations and these were
reported by Mirashi (1950) and
commented upon by Sircar (1960). Both
authors agreed that local kings unrelated
to the Western Kshatrap dynasty issued
such coins but there was disagreement
among these scholars about the name of
the dynasty whether it was Mahisha or
Sagama. Mirashi opined that after the
defeat of Nahapana by
GautamiputraSatakarni, some members
of the family moved down south and
they may have played a role in the fall of
the Satavahana dynasty subsequently

and issued such coins. Swastika/
thunderbolt type coins were also
reported from another Satavahana site
from Telangana namely Peddabunkur
(Raja Reddy and Suryanarayana Reddy
1983). Following is a description of a

previously unpublished coin with
swastika/thunderbolt symbols from
another early  historic site from

Telangana namely Kotalingala (Fig.1).
Description of the coin:

Metal: copper; Shape:round; Size: 1’7
cms; Weight=3.68 grams;

Provenance: Kotalingala
excavations. Method of make: die-strike.

Obv.: Bold swastika with legend
above it: Legend: () Mahagama(kasa).

Rev.: Thunderbolt and arrow
symbols are probably inside a dotted
square. (P1. I1I:2)

Review of swastika/thunderbolt coins
from Kondapur:

Kondapur is an early historic
Satavahana site in the Medak district of
Telangana state and it was excavated
twice during years 1940-1942 and 2009-
2011respectively (Sreenivasachar 1953;
Maheswari 2014). The site is located 72
kilometers northwest of Hyderabad and
lies in the flood plains of Manjira river
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which is a tributary of river Godavari.
The excavations revealed traces of
'stupa’, 'vihara', 'chaitya' halls, and
underground chambers besides a large
number of antiquities such as sculptural
fragments, coins, beads, terracotta
figurines, a wide range of pottery, and
other objects assignable to the early
centuries of Christian era. The site was a
fortified township of the Satavahanas
and it was also considered a mint place
(Shastri 1993). A detailed report of the
two excavations was never published so
far but the findings of the first
excavation were recorded in various
reports by the scholars such as on the
coins by Rama Rao (1949), Mirashi(1949
a,b,c;1950 a, b, ¢1951 a, b;1954),
Trivedi(1953), Sircar (1960, 1962) and on
beads by Dikshit(1952). The second
excavation report has not yet been
published but the IWA endowment
lecture by its investigator Maheswari
(2014) published by the commissioner of
Chennai museum gives some ideas
about the findings. The main effort of
this communication is to highlight some
aspects of Satavahana and post-
Satavahana history gleaned from the
coins found during excavations and
stray coins from this region.
Analysis of coins found during first
excavation:

The coins found at Kondapur were
a gold coin of Roman Pontiff
Augustus(37 BC-14 AD), about a dozen
silver coins (Punch marked, Western
Kshatrapa and Trikutaka), 50 copper and
potin coins, and a large number of lead
coins(totaling 1835 coins ) mostly
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belonging to kings of the Satavahana
dynasty(Sreenivasachar 1953). Punch-
marked coins belonged to Mauryan and
Pre-Mauryan types. Western Kshatrapa
coins belonged to Rudrasena II (255-274
AD), Damajadasri II (232-233 AD), and
Damajadasri III (250-254 AD). Trikutaka
dynasty coins belonged to Dahrasena
and Indradatta whose years of rule are
not definitive (Trivedi 1953).
TheSatavahana coins from Kondapur
were analyzed by Rama Rao (1961) and
they belonged to Satavahana, Satakarni,
GautamiputraSatakarni,
VasistiputraPulumavi,
VasistiputraSatakarni, Sivasri, and Yajna
Satakarni. Important Satavahana coin
discovery was the coin of Satavahana
who was later proved to be none other
than ChimukaSatavahana, the founder
of the Satavahana dynasty (Raja Reddy
2009).
Swastika and thunderbolt type of coins:
The majority of the articles by the
scholars were about an interesting but
controversial study on 8 coins made of
lead and copper of the swastika type
with thunderbolt and arrow marks on
the reverse side. Thunderbolt and arrow
marks were invariably found on coins of
two kings of the Kshaharata line of
Western Kshatrapas namely Bhumaka
and Nahapana (Rapson 1904). The next
line of Kshatrapas  of
Kardamaka line never used this symbol
on their coins. Since the Western
Kshatrapas never ruled this part of
Deccan and hence find of these coins in

Western

Kondapur and their issuer was a matter
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of great curiosity. The weights of these
coins ranged between 80-458 grains and
their
inches. Except for one coin, the legend

size varied between 0.70-1.80

was not complete in any one of them,
and hence the legend got to be
reconstructed (Fig. 2 &3). The legend
which was in Prakrit language on these
coins became controversial among two
great scholars such as Mirashi and
Sircar.
was:

MahasenapatisaRadajiputasaSagamanaC
hutukulasa meaning this coin is of the
Mahasenapati Saka Mana of the Chutu
family, the son of Radaji (Mirashi 1949a,
1949b, 1949c¢, 1950a, 1950 b, 1950 c; 1951
a, 1951 b, 1954); Mirashi associated the
coin with dynasty which belonged to
Mabhisha. Sircar’s reading of the legend
was different (Sircar 1960; 1962). Sircar
considered them as belonging to
MahasenapathiBharadvajiputraChutuku
la of the Sagama dynasty and not the
Mahisha dynasty. Sircar considered that
Chutukula of the legend is taken as a

Mirashi’s reading of the coins

personal name. Sankaranarayanan (1972)
tried to reach a consensus on the legend
of these coins about who issued them
but without success and hence the
controversy about the issuer of such
coins continues. (PL. I1I:3, P1. IV:4)
Peddabunkur excavation coin:
Peddabunkur is another major
Satavahana site, which was excavated
during the years 1971-1972, but the
report was never published. More than

thirty thousand copper Satavahana coins
were found at this site. Interestingly
there was a copper coin

rectangular in the shape of the swastika
and thunderbolt type with the legend:
Kasamahasena(pati) (Raja Reddy and
Suryanarayana Reddy 1983).
Kotalingala excavation coin:

The discovery of coins at
Kotalingala was a very significant event
in south Indian numismatics. Enormous
varieties of coins were found at this site
and the site was excavated during the
years 1978-1982. A copper coin of the
Swastika/thunderbolt type also was
found and described above.

Discussion:

It may be noted that Swastika and
thunderbolt types of coins were also
found on the surface in the Telangana
region and the first such a report was by
Kaus (1933). This coin had a part of the
legend and was read as Mana Chutuka.
Swastika and Thunderbolt symbols were
also used by satraps of the Satavahana
era with the title Mahasenapati and they
were listed in the book on coins of the
satraps of the Satavahana era (Raja
Reddy & Suryanarayana Reddy 1983).

Such coins  were found from
Sangareddy, Hyderabad, and
Peddabunkur. Later rulers of the

Satavahana dynasty issued bold types of
swastika coins and such coins were also
found among the coins during
excavations (Mirashi 1950d; Raja Reddy
& Suryanarayana Reddy (1989). The
presence of the thunderbolt and arrow
symbol of Western Kshatraps after
Nahapanas' annihilation is not known
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due to the absence of any literary
evidence of a subsequent dynasty that
could have defeated Satavahanas.
Though the final report of the second
excavations by Maheswari at Kondapur
has not been completed, it is evident
from the IWA endowment lecture that
there is swastika and thunderbolt type of
coins in them. There are also
photographs of Swastika coins that were
countermarked suggesting the rulers
who succeeded them. This kind of
information will be very useful for the
reconstruction of Satavahana history.
This paper is an attempt to
document some aspects of these coins
which have a strong bearing on the
contemporary history of the Satavahana
era. Nahapana and the family to which
he belonged issued thunderbolt and
arrow coins. Nahapana coin had the
portrait of the king on the obverse and
the reverse had the symbols of
thunderbolt and arrow (P1. IV:2). It was
said that one other member of the family
namely Bhumaka also issued similar
coins (Rapson 1904). When Satavahana
king GautamiputraSatakarni defeated
and killed Nahapana he counters
marked the coins of Nahapana with his
marks of the arched hill and Ujjain (Pl
IV:3). Mirashi believed that the coins
with a swastika and thunderbolt mark
were issued by successors of Nahapana
who migrated to the south and usurped
the territories of Satavahanas after they
were gone or have become weak. It may
be noted that none of these coins have
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the epithet Rano suggesting that they
were kings. The same was also true of
Mahatalavarasand Maharatis who were
only officials but not kings (Raja Reddy
and Suryanarayana Reddy (1983). Such a
practice was prevalent during the
Satavahanaperiod and all such coins are
listed in the book namely Coins of the
Satraps of the Satavahana era. (Fig. 4)

It is of interest to note that
thunderbolt and Swastika type coins
were found along with Satavahana coins
in northern Telangana from excavated
sites as well as from other areas and
surprisingly Ikshvaku coins were never
found in these places. In other areas
around the Krishna valley Ikshvaku
coins were found along with Satavahana
coins from excavations conducted at
Nagarjunakonda, Vaddamanu,
Veerapuram, Garlapadu, and Phanigiri
(Sarma1994; Kasturibai 1986; Kamalaker
and Veerender 1991; Veerender and
Kamalakar 2010; Subrahmanyam et al
2008). A hoard of lead coins discovered
in the Guntur region only contained
coins of Satavahanas and Ikshvakus
(Raja Reddy and Vishalachhy 2019). It is
evident that Ikshvakus ruled around
Krishna valley whereas northern
Telangana was ruled by a dynasty that
issued Swastika/thunderbolt type coins.
It is now difficult to say how long that
rule lasted and the answer might come
from future studies.

Conclusions:

Swastika/thunderbolt type coins

were issued by a dynasty that ruled
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northern Telangana after the fall of the
Satavahana Empire.
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COINS OF GOBHADA AND SAMAGOPA FROM

KOTILINGALA IN TELANGANA
(Plate V: 1-3)

B. MURALIDHAR REDDY & VENKATESH KANDULA

The village Kotilingala (Sastry 1983:
126), an ancient site, is at present in
Velgatoormandalam of Jagityal district
in Telangana (earlier in Peddapalli taluk
of Karimnagar district in erstwhile
Andhra Pradesh). Also, it is being
referred to as Kotalingala as found their
remnants of a mud fort and a medieval
temple having Siva linga; because ‘fort’
means ‘Kota" and linga is lingain the
Telugu language, believing it became
Kotilingala in course of time. But as per
the local tradition once upon there laid
one crore Lingas (Siva lingas) in the river
Godavari, where on its right bank
situated this village. Also, there exists a
temple called Koteshwara
Swamy at the confluence of rivulet
Peddavagu and the river Godavari (Sastry
1978: 10; Reddy and Reddy 1987: 5;
Murthy 2006: 1, otherwise refers as
Kotilingala only). So there is another
possibility that in the Telugu language

of Siva

one 'crore' is called 'Koti’,or ‘fort” as’Kota’
and Lingas aslingalu- hence must have
derived the name Koti-lingalu or Kota-
lingaluwhich ~ subsequently = became

Kotilingala realistically. In the State
records (web site - Telangana Gazette
2017: 23: 9), this village name has been
mentioned as Kotilingala and hence it
has to be maintained for correct and
essay identification of the place of
archaeological importance.

Kotilingala is an important site
known for yielding a good number of
pre-Satavahana and Satavahana coins,
both from the excavations and the
surface pick-ups. The pre-Satavahana
coins include interestingly the coins of
Gobhada, Narana, Kamvaya, Sirivaya,
Samagopa, and others who are not
known otherwise either from
inscriptions or literature. These coins are
made of copper, brass (alloy), potin, and
lead metals in square, rectangular and
irregular shapes and were published at
different times (Sastry: 1978, 1979, 1979a;
Reddy 1985, Reddy and Reddy: 1987;
Reddy 1999; Murthy: 2006; Reddy and
Rao: 2007). It is to be noted that the
majority of the coins belong to Gobhada
and Samagopa only. A few more coins of

Gobhada and Samagopa have been
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collected  from  the locals  at
Kotilingala.They are important for the
count of the total number of coins found
at a single site and also for some
peculiarities/specialties  as
below. They are in the collection of Shri
Venkatesh Kandula (one of the authors)
of Vetlapalem, Samalkotmandalam in
the East Godavari district of Andhra

Pradesh. The details of the coins are as

discussed

follows.

I. Coins of Gobhada: (Pl V:1)

1. Metal: Copper; Shape: Rectangular;
Weight: 2.82 gms.; Size: 0.9 x 1.2
cms.; Thickness: 3.24 mm.

Obv.: Bold Brahmi legend clearly
reads Gobhadain the centre (in the photo
above and below the legend appears like
some traces of symbols but they are
residual of metal scale.

Rev.: Plain.

2. Metal: Copper; Shape: Rectangular;
Weight: 3.64 gms.; Size - 1.3 x 1.5
cms.; Thickness: 2.39 mm.

Obv.: Bold Brahmi legend reads
Gobhadasain the center, above bow and
arrow, below at the corner tree with
small leaves horizontally (railing out of
the flan).

Rev.: Plain.

3. Metal: Copper; Shape: Rectangular;
Weight: 1.74 gms.; Size: 1.3 x 1.0
cms.; Thickness: 1.70 mm. slightly
corroded coin.

Obv.: Brahmi legend clearly reads
Gobhada(sa)in the center, above bow and
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arrow (upper part of the arrow off the

flan), below tree in railing with leaves on

the left and three arched hills on right at
the edge (lower part of two arches out of
flan) - effaced.

Rev.: Plain.

4. Metal: Copper; Shape: Rectangular;
Weight: 2.76 gms.; Size: 1.4 x 1.0
cms.; Thickness: 2.36 mm.

Obv.: Bold Brahmi legend reads
Gobhada(sa)in the center, above bow and
arrow (half out of the flan), below three
arched hills, extreme left branches of tree
(clear five slant lines one above the other
attached to a vertical line (trunk of tree)
at the edge). Extreme right corner a part
of some other symbol - is defaced.

Rev.: Plain.

All above coins are unified as usual
with reverse plain. These four coins were
made out of different dies - each one
separately as they carry variants of
symbols and legend, hence must have
been issued at different times. On the
obverse of two coins found the symbols
such as bow and arrow, three arched
hills, and tree (-in-railing) while one coin
contain bow and arrow and tree (-in-
railing) only. The bow and arrow symbol
is found at the top of all three coins. Coin
no.l carries no symbols but only the
Brahmi legend of bold characters - a
significant factor to be noted. Placing of
tree  (-in-railing)  horizontally  is
commonly found on earlier published
coins of this ruler as on coin no.2 but
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here it is very small in size.It is very
interesting to note that so far we could
not find coins of Gobhada with any
symbol on the reverse, even though the
Mauryan and post-Mauryan period
coins preceded and depicts
symbols on the reverse.

The Brahmi alphabet dain coins no.1
and 4 has the center part half round
shape with an opening towards left than

some

on coins no.2 and 3 where it is just slight
curve. Similarly, the letter ga has two
slant limbs attached to the upper flat
stroke on these coins. The same kind of
features can also be observed on earlier
published coins. The inscribed coins of
Gobhada have been assigned to the 2nd
century BCE based on plain reverse,
paleography, and stratigraphic evidence
(though only 4 coins were discovered in
variant layers in different trenches in the
excavations at Kotilingala) and are also
considered the first inscribed species of
Telangana region (Sastry 1978: 13-14;
1979: 21-23; 1979a: 135-136;Reddy and
Reddy 1987: 11, 24; Reddy 1999: 38;
Mangalam 1999: 15; Murthy 2006: 30-31,
41, xv; Reddy and Rao 2007: 73; also in
Reddy 2008: 79).

In general, on the coins of Gobhada,
an important feature that can be noticed
is the placement of the legend mostly
diagonal in the center of the coin and the
respective symbols above and below the
legend only.

The symbols of bow and arrow,
tree, and three arched hills with a
crescent or without crescent and with a
dot or without dot in the arches are
commonly found on the uninscribed cast
coins of the Telangana region (Reddy
and Reddy 1984; 31-51) and these coins
may be dated to Mauryan period. It
seems that these inscribed Gobhada
coins might have been issued with some
earlier symbols of cast uninscribed coins
of the region, introducing the legend on
them.

So far coins of Gobhada have been
discovered at Kotilingala only and not
found elsewhere in Telangana. The
identification of Gobhada is uncertain
but he seems to be the first local king or
chieftain who issued coins with his name
in this Telangana region.

II. Coins of Samagopa:

1. Metal: Copper; Shape: Square;
Weight: 4.12 gms.; Size: 14 cms,;
Thickness: 2.36 mm. (Pl. V:2)

Obv.: Above bold Brahmi legend
reads Samago(pa), below right defaced
standing bull to left (the back portion of
bull off the flan) and in front of it tree-in-
railing (lower part of railing off the edge)
with branches and leaves; a separate
circular counter punch of six-armed
symbol (lower part out of flan) with a
dot inside a circle - surrounded by
taurineand arrow alternatively at left
down corner, above it a circle with a dot
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inside is clear (of Ujjain symbol -

defaced).

Rev.: Two circles surrounded by
double-lined Nandipadas (only two sides
extant) - partly defaced.

2. Metal: Copper; Shape: Rectangular;
Weight: 1.64 gms.; Size: 1.2 x 0.8
cms.; Thickness: 2.16 mm. broken
specie. (PL. V:3)

Obv.: Bold Brahmi legend clearly
reads Samagoin the center, above right
corner, left part of the bow (and arrow)
and to its left triangle-headed-standard
(upper part out of flan), below tree with
branches (no leaves) and traces of bull
(head with) horns or some indistinct
symbol on the right edge.

Rev.: Two circles surrounded by
double-lined Nandipadas (only two sides
extant).

Only tree branches without leaves
(dry tree) are depicted on the obverse of
the second coin whereas the first coin
tree is shown with branches and leaves.
On the first coin, the countermark punch
of the six-armed symbol was placed on
the Ujjain symbol (most of the part
worn-out) of which a circle with a dot in
it is visible, and on a part of branches
and leaves of tree also.

A close observation of the Brahmi
legend on these coins reveals certain
points. On the first coin, the scribing of
Brahmi letter ma has clear gap between
the lower round part and the upper half
circle, a notable point and very rarely
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found on another known coin(Reddy
and Rao 2007: 75: 3; also on Reddy 2008
cover page) Moreover, the
complete legend appears here in more
roundish form and bold than on the

so far.

second coin and other known coins
where it is rough. The down two limbs
of letter ga are slant and attached to the
upper flat stroke like in Gobhada coins.
These are two independent coins.
On the first coin, the symbols of the bow
(and arrow) and triangle-headed
standard are not found as on the second
coin. While the second coin does not
bear the
countermark. The depiction of the thick
dot at the down of the triangle-headed-
standard is similar to the one published
by the same king (Sastry 1978: 14),
though here both dot and horizontal
lines are abnormal on the second coin.
The common symbols found on both the
coins are tree (-in-railing) and bull
figures on the obverse and beautifully
designed two lined Nandipadas around

Ujjain symbol and the

two concentric circles on the reverse but
both are of the variant pattern.

The pattern of two lined
Nandipadasymbols on these two coins is
to be noted. It is shown as un-joined two
half circles in two lines on the first coin
whereas as two conjoined lines on the
second coin. Both are two different
forms of Nandipada - one is in half circle
format and the other in box type
rectangular shape. While the former
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pattern is a new one, similar to the latter
one can be noticed very rarely on so far
known coins of this king (Sastry 1978:14-
15).Nandipada is an early symbol and is
found on the reverse of uninscribed
early coins of this region also (Reddy
and Reddy 1987: 22-23).

The combination of symbols such as
(1) bull, a tree with branches and leaves,
and Ujjain symbol is a new type whereas
(2) bow (and arrow), triangle-headed-
standard, a tree with branches (no
leaves) and bull (or some indistinct
symbol) is found on earlier discovered
species (Murthy 2006: 45), of this king.

The first coin contains later on
separately
Shadarchakra (six-armed symbol) with
arrows and taurines alternatively around
a dotted circle. This type of countermark

struck countermark

has been found on the obverse of bull-
type coins of Samagopa (Sastry 1978: 16)
whereas in Ujjain symbol is absent. Here
it is to be noted that the bull-type coins
of Samagopa himself display a six-
armed symbol as above and a variant
six-armed symbol formed of arrows and
pellets alternatively around a circle,
along with other symbols (Sastry 1978:
15; Sastry 1979: 24) but not as a
countermark. The countermark
Shadarchakra is not found on the coins of
other local rulers Gobhada, Narana, and
others. But as a countermark it was
noticed on the obverse of a bull-type
coin from Kotilingala and assigned with

uncertainty to Kamvayasiri (Reddy and
Reddy 1987: 51). This
symbol looks more like a Ujjain symbol
aShadarchakra in  the
published photograph. Interestingly
Ujjain symbol has been found as counter
struck mark independently on the

countermark

rather than

reverse of a coin
doubtful) which bears another Ujjain
symbol along with other main symbols

(one more coin

on its obverse, and on the obverse of
another coin - both are bull-type coins of
Samagopa discovered at Kotilingala
itself (Reddy and Reddy 1987: 51-52, 54;
also in Reddy and Rao 2007: 73 and
Reddy 2008: 78). So we have two types
of counter struck marks i.e. Shadarchakra
(six-armed symbol with arrows and
taurines alternatively around a dotted
circle)and Ujjain symbol on the coins of
Samagopa, that too on bull types. Ujjain
symbol otherwise started appearing on
the inscribed coins for the first time on
the obverse of bull-type coins of
Kamvayasiri and then continued on bull-
type coins of Samagopa, both found at
Kotilingala (Reddy and Reddy 1987: 29-
30, 32-33), but its four circles are shown
together on the former’s while joined by
lines on the latter’s coins.

Palaeographically and
stratigraphically the coins of Samagopa
have been dated to the middle of the 1st
century BCE (Sastry 1979a: 137; Murthy
2006: 32). His identification is also not
clear.
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Observation:

It has been considered that Gobhada
and Samagopa were chronologically first
and last kings of the 2nd and 1st century
BCE respectively among the so far
known following the
depiction of symbols, paleography of the
Brahmi legend, stratigraphical evidence,

local rulers

and counterstruck marks.
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P. L. Gupta had rightly pointed out
that the making technique of Gobhada
and Samagopa coins required careful
examination (Sastry 1979: 25). Our study
of present coins revealed that there is no
trace of incuse of the separate punch of
device on some coins and appears to be
of die-striking cum punched
following more or less the techniques of

coins

Mauryan period.
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A HOARD OF LION TYPE OF FANAMS

OF UNKNOWN DYNASTY
(Plate V: 4 to Plate VIII: 5)

DEME RAJA REDDY

Introduction:

A hoard of 27 gold fanams was
found in the Kadapa district of Andhra
Pradesh of India in 1974. All of these
were of the same type and they had an
arched hill symbol on the obverse side
and a stylized lion mark on the reverse
side. Twenty-four of them were of fanam
weight standard and the rest three
weighed a fourth of fanam. Following is
a description of the coins.

1. W=0.34 grms; S=0.6 cms;

Obv.: Three arched hills with a dot
inside the upper arch.

Rev.: Stylized lion facing right with
forepaw raised. (Pl. V:4)

2. W=0.34 grms; 5=0.7 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (Pl. V:5)
3. W=0.34 grms; 5=0.6 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (P1. VI:1)
4. W=0.35 grms; 5S=0.6 cms;

Obv.:same as above.

Rev.: part of lion seen. (Pl. VI:2)
5. W=0.35 grms; 5=0.7 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Rev.: same as above. (Pl. VI:3)
W=0.34 grms; 5=0.6 cms;
Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (Pl. VI:4)
W=0.35 grms; 5=0.6 cms;
Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (Pl. VI:5)
W=0.33 grms; 5=0.7 cms;
Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (Pl. VI:6)
W=0.35 grms; 5=0.7 cms;
Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (P1. VI.7)
W=0.37 grms; 5=0.6 cms;
Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (Pl. VI:8)
W=0.37 grms; S=0.6 cms;
Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (P1. VI:9)
W=0.37 grms; 5=0.6 cms;
Obv.:same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (Pl. VI:10)
W=0.36 grms; S=0.6 cms;
Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (P1. VIL:1)
W=0.35 grms; 5=0.7 cms;
Obv.: same as above.
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Rev.:Lion facing right with forepaw
raised. (PL. VIL:2)
15. W=0.34 grms; 5=0.6 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: part of lion seen (P1. VII:3)
16. W=0.36 grms; S=0.6 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (P1. VII:4)
17. W=0.34 grms; 5=0.6 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (P1. VIL:5)
18. W=0.36 grms; S=0.6 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: Lion facing right. (PL. VIIL:6)
19. W=0.35 grms; 5=0.6 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.:part of lion. (P1. VIL:7)
20. W=0.35 grms; 5=0.6 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: Lion facing left? (Pl. VII:8)
21. W=0.35 grms; 5=0.6 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.:part of lion seen. (P1. VII:9)
22. W=0.37 grms; 5=0.6 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.:Lion facing right. (Pl. VII:10)
23. W=0.10 grms; S=0.4 cms;

Obv.:.Same as above.

Rev.:part of lion. (P1. VIIL:1)
24. W=0.35 grms; 5=0.6 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (P1. VIII:2)
25. W=0.09 grms; 5=0.4 cms;

Obv.: Same as above.

Rev.: part of lion. (PL. VIII:3)
26. W=0.09 grms; S=0.3 cms;
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Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: part of lion. (P1. VIII:4)
27. W=0.09 grms; 5=0.4 cms;

Obv.: same as above.

Rev.: same as above. (P1. VIII:5)
Discussion:

All of the above coins were from a
single hoard and they were found in the
coastal region of Andhra Pradesh. They
are all typical fanams which were a
common form of coinage during the
medieval period in the Deccan and south
India. Since there is no legend indicating
neither the name of the issuer nor a
mention of the dynasty to which he
belonged these
attributed to any dynasty. The arched
hill symbol was not adopted as a
dynastic crest by any ruler from the
south India of that period. Hence lion
symbol alone may be of help in
identifying the dynasty which could
have issued such coins. Lion is present in
every coin of the kings of Meghavahana
dynasty of Kalinga and coastal Andhra
who ruled during the post-Mauryan
period (Raja Reddy & Suryanarayana
Reddy1985). Lion is the most common
symbol in Vishnukundin coins (Rama
Rao1963). Lion also figures in coins of
Pallavas, Cholas, Kadambas of Vanavasi,
and Belur, Telugu Chodas, Hoysalas,

coins cannot be

Chalukyas of Kalyani, Kalachuris of
Kalyana ~and a  few  others
(Chattopadhyaya 1977). The depiction of
lion varies in series of these coins such as
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typical lion of Vishnukundins with open
mouth, raised one fore paw, raised tail,
stylized lions of Hoysalas with lines and
dots known as “Vira Raya’” panams, lion
looking back in coins of Kadambasof
Belur and Goa etc. Some of the coins of
lion types have legends such as Telugu
Chodas, Hoysalas and hence they can be
identified based on the titles marked on
them. Lion facing right with one
forepaw raised as depicted in these coins
is typical of the Vishnukundin coins.
Vishnukundin sculptures were noted in
the nearby Bhairavakonda cave temple

Notes & References:

and hence find of these coins with lion
symbol was no
(Sivaramamurthi 1979). Lion types of
coins were also issued by Pallavas

surprise

though they have also issued coins of the
bull type (Krishnamurthy 1989). But the
depiction of lion in those coins is
different.

Summary:

Fanams of the lion type from a
hoard are described and the likely
dynasty which could have issued such
coins is discussed.
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NUMISMATOGRAPHY OF THE HUNA COINS

MEENAKSHI SINGH & O.P. SINGH

The science of numismatics in India
has played a vital role and has solved
some riddles in the history of India. The
advent of the Kushanas on Indian soil,
heralding the peak of their power in the
Gangetic Valley, produced numismatic
wealth. Their successor, the imperial
Guptas till the end of the fifth century
A.D. presented a landmark in ancient
Indian coinage, which, truly speaking
reveals and projects 'the beauty culture
of the age.

However, the decline of the Gupta
power witnessed the disintegration of the
established mints. Consequently, the
coinage of North India, covering several
generations of rulers was thrown into
confusion. The state of North Indian
coinage, during the post-Gupta period,
presents a pathetic state. The age
witnessed the inroads of the Hunas and
the adoption of the Sassanian pattern of
currency. Minting in pure gold, excluding
a gold coin of Harshavardhan, evaporated.
't is useless to seek in this period the coins
of such a high value and prestige as the

coins of the Kushanas and Guptas? A.
Cunningham, Burn, Rapson, A.S. Altekar,
AK. Narain, S.C. Ray, U. Thakur, R.K.
Chaudhary, B.N. Mukherjee, K.D. Bajpai,
S.K. Maity, Devahuti, etc., through their
enriched the
numismatic literature of the period under

pioneer works, have

discussion. However, we propose to
discuss the writings of a galaxy of the
numismatists mentioned above.
A. Cunningham contributed a fairly
monumental  paper entitled
'Epthalites or white Hunas' in the
Numismatic Chronicle, 1893-94. Here he
emphasized the political history of the
Hunas based on literary, epigraphic, and
numismatic evidence. However, not less
interesting is his remarkable
observations of the features of the coins.

long

"Most of Epthalite silver coins are
distinguished by peculiar symbol, which
is not found upon any of the known little
Kushana coins, while it occurs on the
several pieces of the Epthalite Kings,
beginning with those of Jabula Shahi or
Toramana."? The silver coin bearing the

1. Journal of The Numismatic Society of India (JNSI), XIV, p. 154.
2. Numismatic chronicle (N.C.),1893-94, Reprinted Varanasi, 1962, p. 282 - 86.



74 Journal of the Numismatic Society of India

title Udayaditya has been attributed by
Cunningham to Lae-lih.3 He refers to the
silver and copper coins of Toramana.
The silver coins are classified by him into
two distinct classes: (i) Broad thin pieces
of the Sassanian type. The obverse
shows King's head and club in front of
the face, legend Shahi Jaublh is on some
coins while Jabula is on the others. The
reverse bears the traces of the five altar
and attendants. (ii) Small
hemidrams, like those of the Guptas,
with the king's head on the obverse and

silver

peacock with an expanded tail on the
reverse.

The small attributed to
Toramana are found both in Punjab and
in the land between the Sutlej and
Yamuna. According to Cunningham,"
Their attribution is based on the type of
the Sun with the abbreviated name of

coins,

Toramana in large letters."+

As regards the coins of Mihirakula,
his observations are worthy of notice.
The silver coins of the Sassanian type
show King's head on the obverse. The
Saiva standard or the Vrishadhvaja is in
of the face. The
JaytuMihirakula or JayatuVrisha-dhvaja.

front legend is
The small copper coins found in the
Punjab and Rajputana are also of
Sassanian Type. The King's head and the
legend Sri Mirakula occur on the

3. Ibid, p. 252-92.
4. Ibid., p. 253, 93.
5. Ibid, 262-86.
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obverse. The reverse depicts a figure of a
humped bull and the legend
JayatuVrisha. The middle-sized copper
coins depict the King standing with a
spear in his left hand, and the right hand
held downwards over a small altar; the
legend - Shahi Mihiragula or
Mihirakula. The figure of the goddess
Lakshmi
occurs on the reverse. The large copper

seated with a cornucopia

coins depict the king on the horseback
on the obverse, The reverse bears the
figure of Lakshmi.

"One peculiarity observable in all
early Epthalite coins is that of the
obverse alone has been struck upon one
of the current Sassanian coins, and that
in consequence old Sassanian reverse
has been nearly obliterated. In many
cases, the relief of the obverse king's
head could appear to have been obtained
by punching up from the other side of
the coin. This process has left a sunken
copy of the head on this reverse.">

Further, Cunningham has tried to
establish the link between Epthalite
coins and the "Great Khakan" of the
White Hunas who ruled over the horde
in the countries to the Indian Caucasus.
The coins bearing the legend Shahi
Zabul (Shahi Zahul) been
attributed by him to Toramana in Shah
Jabula. One specimen, described by him

have
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bears the head-dress which is no longer
Sassanian but appears to be a helmet
with flaps or side pieces. The bust faces
to left and is supported on a double-
branched ornament, similar to that on
the gems and seals of Shahpur I. The
legend seems to be intended for Shano
Shah Zoobol. The bust is in very high
relief, which has been attained by the
very deep repousse of the reverse. The
other coins bearing Greek legends in
smaller size and perhaps of somewhat
later date, show the king's bust on the
observe with various Indian symbols in
front of the face e.g. discus, the shell of
Vishnu and trident, Trident springing
out of a lotus flower. The reverse depicts
Sassanian fire-altar, but always nearly
obliterated.

Another class of these smaller coins
depicts the king on horseback on the
obverse with debased Greek legend. The
reverse is always imperfect. On one coin
the King on horseback with Greek
legend Shahi Jabula may be seen.
Sometimes the legend is Shahi Jabula,
perhaps for Jambula.

He mentions the coins found from
Kashmira which was a portion of the
dominions of the Epthalite King Jabula
or Jabuvla who is the same as the Jauvla
of the Inscription of Toramana from the
Salt Range in Punjab. The legends
occurring on these coins are- Shahi
Jabuvla, Deva Shahi Khinggila, and

6.  Ibid, 265/97; 266/98.

Raja Lakhana(?) Udayaditya.
Cunningham concludes that these are
Scythian Kings of Kashmira. But they
were supreme monarchs of an extensive
empire of which Kashmira was only a
tributary province. He further refers to a
small class of copper coins revealing a
king's head of Sassanian aspect on the
obverse, Chakra on the reverse with
legend Tora. The same legend occurs on
smaller silver coins with the name
ZOBOA or Jabula. A single specimen of
the Sun type with Tora below has a
Scythian archer on the obverse. This is
certainly a Scythian type.¢

The silver coins of Mirakula are
exceedingly rare while his copper coins
are not uncommon. The copper coins of
Western Punjab are all of the Kushana
types with the standing king and seated
goddess Lakshmi; buta few silver coins
and all the Easter Punjab copper pieces
bear a Sassanian-looking bust of the
King, with the bull and the trident of
Siva! The coins having the Epthalites
Symbol bear the names of Bharana or
Jarana, Triloka, and the titles of
Purvaditya and Deva-Shahi. Further, the
coin bearing the Pahalavi legend Nipki
Malka is also
Cunningham also mentions the coins
showing bilinguals of trilingual legends.

worth mentioning.

However, despite the marvelous
attempt, Cunningham has failed to give
a systematic and scientific picture of the
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Huna coinage. Repson and Brown also
enriched the numismatic literature of the
Hunas. According to Rapson, "The most
striking characteristic of the Huna coins
is their want of originality; they are
almost  without either
adoptions or imitations of Sassanian,
Kushana or Gupta coins. They, therefore,
afford valuable evidence of the progress
and extent of the Huna conquests."” He
suggests that the coins thin Sassanian
fabric is, naturally the earliest in date;
and the coins of this class which bear an
inscription in the same modified from
the Greek alphabet as is found on the
Scythe-Sassanian coins are no doubt
older than the class which has Nagari
inscription and may, probably, in part at
least belong to the Epthalialites before

exception

they invade India. "Of these early Huna
coins, many species seem to be merely
Sassanian pieces with the head of the
Huna leader restruck in repousse. So
that the reverse type of the Sassanian-fire
altar is almost obliterated. The species of
coin thus produced was no doubt the
pattern from which later coins struck
ordinarily were copied."® Further based
on the geographical distribution of the
coins of Toramana and Mihirakula the
author discusses the conquest of the
Huna leaders. Rapson's remarks about
the fragmentary legends occurring on
the coins are interesting. He suggests
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that "Huna coins of all types are found
bearing names of fragments of names
which are at present unknown from any
other source. There may have been more
than one Huna dynasty reigning at the
same time, or these coins may have been
struck by the viceroys ruling over
different provinces of the empire.
However, as regards the attribution
of the coins issued after Mihirakula, he is
not certain. He remarks, "There are some
well-known classes of coins the
nationality of which cannot at present be
exactly determined. They show signs of
their Sassanian origin by their thin fabric
and by the fire-altar which constantly
appears as their reverse type. They have,
therefore, that belong
both to some of the Huna coins and also

characteristics

to the coins of the Persian Kings of the
Punjab and Sind. The best known of
these doubtful series is that which bears
the name of Napki Malik is doubtful.

Brown in his monograph entitled
"The Coins of India" remarks," No Huna
coins show any originality of design. The
majority are either imitated from or
restruck upon Sassanian silver pieces.
The heads of both Toramana and
Mihiragula on the obverse are coarse
and brutal to the last degree; on the
reverse appear the usual Sassanian fire-
altar and attendants, the inscriptions are
generally in Nagari Script".?

7. E.J. Rapson, Indian Coins, Strassburg, 1897, p. 28-29.

8. Ibid.

9.  CJ. Brown, Coins of India, Calcutta, 1922, p. 51.
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The copper coins of both Toramana
and Mihirakula show traces of Sassanian
and Gupta influence; the
especially  recall  the
Chandragupta II's  copper
Kushana copper was imitated by
Mihirakula, probably during the reign of
the Kushanas.1? Further he observes that
the best known and most finely executed
are the flat copper and silver pieces that
bear the name of Napki Malik, but
whether this prince was a Persian or an
Huna is doubtful.’> Probably, other
Huna chiefs struck coins in India, but the
legends on their
fragmentary that their names have not as
yet been satisfactorily deciphered. On
some of the earliest Huna imitations of

reverses
fabric of
issues.

coins are so

Sassanian silver coins, for example, the
Legend Shahi Javuvlah appears, but
whether this is the name of a king or
merely a title is uncertain.?

Stray articles of the Whitehead, S.C.
Roy, A.K Narain, A.S. Altekar, Hoernle
published in the Journals of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal, 1913, The Journal of
the Numismatic Society of India (e.g.
Vols. XXV, Pt.-II; XXIX, Pt-I; VIII; XXIV;
XHI, XI, XXV, etc), the Proceeding of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1885 are
welcome additions to our knowledge of
some problems connected with Huna

10. Ibid.
11. Ibid.
12, Ibid.

coinage. Their remarks shall be referred
to later.

However, RK. Chaudhary in his
paper entitled, "A critical study of the
coinage of the Hunas" published in the
Journal of the Numismatic Society of
India, XXV, Pt.-1I, pp. 172-78, claims that
"No effortshave hitherto been made to
present a systematic account of the
coinage of the Hunas, who played such
an important part not only in the history
of India but also in the world." But it is
merely a compilation of all the known
data. The scholar has poured old wine
into a new bottle because he concludes
that "the question of any originality of
design does not arise." Following Brown,
he observes that these busts are coarse
and brutal to the last degree. He has
neither discussed the problem of the
coinage nor
occurring on the
Toramana.

U. Thakur, however, has made a
serious attempt on the Huna coinage.!3
He discusses the coins of Early Hunas as
well as the later Hunas. His approach is

Later Huna numerals

silver coins of

scientific and critical. Later on his
writing on "The Huna coinage: Its
Impact on Early Indian Indigenous
coins"# is a  masterpiece  and

comprehensive work.

13. U. Thakur, The Hunas in India, Varanasi, 1967, [NSI, XXIX, pt L, pp. 9-21.
14. U. Thakur, Some Aspects of Ancient Indian History And Culture, Delhi, 1974, p. 141 ff.
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Later the contribution to the Huna
Coins has been made by A. Biswas in her
monograph entitled, "The Political
History of the Hunas In India." Despite
throwing fresh light she is not on firm
ground. U. Thakur has rightly observed
that" in the absence of definite historical
data, there is scope for difference of
opinion."

Thus the trends of the available
writings on the Hunas coins so far reveal
the following facts:

(i) The Hunas did not introduce any
innovation or novelty in their coinage.

(ii) They introduced the Sassanian
style of coinage in India which
continued in Gujarat and Rajasthan till
about 1000 A.D.

(iii) The tendency of imitation is the
main characteristic feature and the coins
of the Hunas.

The Hunas borrowed and imitated
unceasingly, the coins of their conquered
territories as is evident from their
numerous coins found at Chiniot and
Shahakota. U. Thakur observed, "Even
this imitation was crude and Vulgar and
devoid of aesthetic sense. They invented
no new designs, introduced no new
style, and made no distinct contribution
to the brilliant tradition of numismatic
art introduced by the Indo-Greeks,

15. JNSI, XXIX, Pt.L, p.9.
16. Ibid.
17. Ibid, VIII, p. 66 ff.
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cultivated by the Kushanas, and
perfected by the Guptas." A.S. Altekar
examining some of the Huna coins of the
Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay,
suggested that
Sassanian Type in Afghanistan, the
Gupta type in India, and the Kushana
type in Kashmira.!¢

U. Thakur has suggested that the
silver coins of Toramana and Mihirakula
follow the Persian and Parthian models;
their copper pieces are mainly Indian.
But he seems to be self-contradictory
because he gives the third category of his

Toramana borrowed

silver coins which are "exactly like those
of the Peacock type of
Kumaragupta, Skandagupta, Bhimasena
and Isanavarman with the difference
that king's head is turned to the left."
After examining some Gadhaiya Copper
Coins, Diskalkar also holds that the
entire Huna coinage was nothing more
than a rude imitation of the Sassanid and
Local Indian coinage.”
(iv) Sassanian

Fantail

Bust type of
Toramana:Hoernle discovered a hard
consisting of 175 Indo- Sassanian coins
somewhere in Marwar. He has assigned
all these coins to Toramana.'s,
interestingly, all these coins are un
inscribed. Smith, sharing the views of
these coins to

Hoernle, attributes

18.  Proceedings of Asiatic Society of Bengal (PASB), 1889, p. 229; For Figures see Journal of the

Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1890, pt, I, P1. V.
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Toramana and suggested that several
rude legend-less coins of this type have
been found in Northern India, probably
struck by the Huna leaders.’” But U.
Thakur remarks that "his Sassanian
imitations were his first attempt at
coining money of his own."2?

(v) Toramana of Kashmira coins:
Some copper coins bearing the name of
Toramana found in Kashmira have
baffled the numismatists. Similar to the
KidaraKushana coins, they depict the
standing king and the legend Sri
Toramana in Brahmi of the fifth-sixth
century AD., on the observe, and a
goddess, a crude imitation of the
KushanaArdoksho holding a lotus, and a
vertical legend Kidara on the reverse.

R. L. Mitra and Bhan Daji were the
tirst to attribute these coins to Huna
King Toramana, the father of Mihirakula
but based on Rajatarangini as well as
numismatic evidence, Cunningham
suggested that he was a local ruler of
Kashmira, altogether different from the
Huna monarch. He regards the
Toramana coins of Kashmira as the
unauthorised issues of a pretender and
not of this Huna king.

In Kashmira, according to
Cunningham," the earliest are the well-
known copper pieces of Toramana and

the gold and the silver coins of his son
Pravarasena. The coins are so superior in
execution to all the contemporary coins
of North-West India that I Look at them
as the first real issue of the Kashmira
mint..... much doubt whether there was
any previous coinage in Kashmira."?! V.
A. Smith, Fleet, Hoernle, Stein, A.S.
Altekar, S.C. Roy, and others have
expressed their views for and against.
Following Cunningham, S.C. Roy has
pointed out that the word Kidara occurs
on the Toramana coins of Kashmira
which is absent on the comes of Huna
Kings, although the word again appears
on the coins of Pravarasena who is said
to have lived in the last quarter of the
sixth century A.D. and alone on the coins
of Karkotas.?

Bust U. Thakur critically examining
the problem writes then" Kalhana's
whole account of the Hunas rests on
hearsay which is responsible for all this
confusion. The Hunas were already
ruling in Punjab in C. 600. A.D. and they
dominated Gandhara a century earlier as
shown by Sung-Yun. Thus there is
nothing inherently impossible in their
having conquered Kashmir under
Toramana which later Mihirakula
inherited, as the Chinese accounts tend
to suggest. It is unbelievable to think

19.  Journal of the Asiatic Society of India, 1894, p.192.

20. JNSI, X XIV, prt, p.12.

21. NG, 189, pp. 190-93; A. Cunningham, Coins of Mediaeval India,, London, p. 27.

22. JNSI, XIII, p. 152 ff.
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that the conqueror of the Punjab, Sind,
Gandhara, and other parts of North-
Western provinces would have left
Kashmira untouched and safe in the
hands of the
Kalhan'sPravarasena whom he mentions

local rulers.
as a great conqueror, credited with the
restoration of his throne of Malwa to
Siladitya, is not known to Indian History
which is most surprising."?

According to Kalhana, Toramana
was never a king; he was merely a
pretender and died in prison where he
was put by his brother. U. Thakur,
however, has convincingly suggested
that it passes  beyond  one's
comprehension how could a pretender
issue unauthorised copper coinage in
such a large number, by suppressing the
legal tender and putting them in
circulation for general use. We have
hardly any parallel elsewhere.?* Here we
may draw attention to the contradictory
statement of Kalhana who says that"
This Toramana put into circulation some
coins struck in his name after
suppressing the undue abundance of
coinsstruck. by Balahata?" According to
Stein, this passage sounds like the
Toramana coins found in a large number
in Kashmira. He favors their attribution
to Toramana, the father of Mihirakula. If
we don't accept it, then, according to him
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two alternatives are possible :

(@) Toramana of the Rajatarangini is
identical to the king of the White
Hunas.

(b) He is all together a different and
later ruler.

(vi) Legend Jaya -Altekar published
three copper coins from the Prince of
Wales Museum Bombay.?* The Legend
Jaya occurs on the first and the third
coin of the Museum. The obverse of
these coins depicts the figure of the
standing king and legend SraTorama.
According to him, the word Jaya on the
reverse of these coins is not to be seen on
the reverse of the early coins of
Toramana, having Kidaraon the reverse.
Further, he suggested that the style of
our coins would suggest that they were
issued by the rulers of the Karkotaka
dynasty sometimes in the seventh
century, and not by the Huna Toramana.
But RK. Chaudhary based on the
Rajatarangini asserted that "Srivara, the
name of Toramana continued to be
minted down to the time of Husan Shah
(1472-1485)."> He suggested that
whatever might be the identity of this
Toramana, it seems plausible that the
Toramana type of coins was originally
struck by the Huna Toramana.?¢ A large
number of the copper coins with the
legend of Toramana were current up to

23. U. Thakur, History of The Hunas in India, Varanasi, 1967.

24. Ibid.

25. |NSI, X1, pp.57-58. Ibid., XXV, p. 175, Stein, Rajatarangini, II, p. 315. For the Huna Coins in

the British Museum See JNSI, XXIIL, p. 456.

26. JNSI, XXV. p. 175; of also U. Thakur, op.cit., XXIX, pr-1, p. 16.
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the end of the Hindu rule in Kashmira
and the date of its initial circulation
might go back to the sixth century A.D.?”

(vii) Legend JayabuYabusara: A.K.
Narain published the two Silver coins of
the Cabinet of the Department of A.L
History, culture and Archaeology,
B.H.U.2 One of these bears, the legend
Jayatuyabu(pu)sara and the sun-
standard in front of the bust. A.K.
Narain writes, "The type of the sun
standard is not found on any other
Epthalite coins. We have got something
described by
cunningham.?"? The sun-standard on
the Epthalite coin may be an allusion to
Toraman's preference for solar worship
which is shown by his building a temple

like it on coin

to the sun in Multan and by naming his
son Mihirakula.20 based on these coins,
we learn that Toramana was also known
by other names or title titles like Jaula,
Jabuvla, and Yabusara (Jabusura).3!
Further, nine copper
Toramana and Mihirakula from Punjab
were published by Narain.®2 Worth

coins of

27. JNSI, XXV, p.175.
28. Ibid., X1, p. 41 ff.

29. Ibid.
30. 1Ibid.
31. Ibid.

32, Ibid., XXIX, p. 41 f£.

mentioning among the collection are (a)
a restruck coin of Toramana (No.4) and
(b) Toramana overstruck by
Mihirakul (No.5).

(viii) Dates on the Silver coins of
Toramana: B.N. Mukherjee's
entitled "The Dates, on Two Silver Coins
published in the
Numismatic Chronicle, 1965, pp. 205-

coins

article
of Toramana"

208, is a commendable contribution in
the field of the Huna history and
coinage. These coins, now in the British
Museum, show the head and Brahmi
numerals in front of the head on the
obverse. The reverses of them bear the
figure of the peacock and Brahmi
legend-Vijitavanaravanipata Sri
TormanadivaJaya (to).

V. A. Smith has also noticed another
coin of the same metal and type.3® The
numerals on the British Museum pieces
were read as 82 or rather 182 by E.J.
Thomas® and as 52 by A. Cunningham??,
J.E. Fleet3¢, and V. A. Smith.37 J.F. Fleet
regarded them as a regnal year of
Toramana.38

33.  Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (JASB), 1895, p. 193.
34. Archaeological Survey of Western India, 11, p. 36, p. VII, 27&28.
35.  A. Cunningham, Coins of medieval India, p.20 and pl. II, 11.

36. Indian Antiguary, XVIIL, pp. 225-6.
37. JASB, 1895, p. 194.
38. Indian Antiguary, XVIIL, pp. 229-30
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According to Cunningham these
coins are dated either in the Saka era
with the hundreds omitted or in a White
Huna era of A.D. 456 4573 Smith
favored the alternative suggestion of
Cunningham.#® B.N. Mukherjee has
deciphered the numerals on the coins
no.s 1 and 2 as "80sa" and 87, standing
for as 'Sa(mvatsara) of year. He,
therefore, suggested," It is unlikely that
the years 80 and 87 were regnal years of
Toramana. He is not known to have
ruled for an unusually long time and
years 80 and 87 are beyond the average
period of a reign in India."#! It is a fact
that the types, weight, and legend of the
silver coins in question closely follow the
silver coins of the Guptas; there is no
evidence to support the conclusion of
Cunningham and Smith as regards using
any other specific era, the years 80 and
87 on the coins of Toraman may be
attributed to the same Gupta Era which
was used on the prototypes (i.e. on the
Gupta Silver coins). In this connection, it
is interesting to note that the dates
occurring in Buddha Gupta's Silver coins
of Central Indian fabric are 175 and 180
of the Gupta Era. According to B.N.
Mukherjee, "Hence if the years 80 and 87
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of Toramana's coins are to be assigned to
the same reckoning we must concede
then the Huna King used the Gupta
Samvat with the figures for hundred
omitted."#2 It is quite in conformity with
the silver coins of Buddhagupta. His
Central Indian fabric continued up to the
year 180 or A.D 499-500, which is also
the first of the two dates indicated by
Toramana's silver coins of the same
fabric. Therefore, it is not unlikely that
Tormana conquered a part of Central
India from Buddhagupta in that year.+
(ix) Counter-Struck
Mihirakula: Some coins of Mihirakula,
found in Punjab, appear to be counter-
struck by the legend Toramana. Hoernle
suggested  that  Mihirakula  had,
probably, a sin named after his father,
However, U. Thakur
refuting the view of Hoernle points out
that "at best it may only indicate that
some person called Toramana was either
perhaps a contemporary or a successor
of Mihirakula as numismatic convention

coins of

Toramana.#

suggests that generally, a conqueror
would restrike or over strike the coins of
his defeated rival rather than a son.45 R.
Carnac and Cunnigham suggested that
the bull was a truck "above some former

39. Transactions of International congress of Orientalists, London, I, 1893, pp. 228-29.

40. JASB, 1895, p.195.
41. NC, 1965, pp. 205-208.
42 Ibid.

43, cf. Ibid.

44. PASB, 1885, pp. 4-7.
45. JNSI, XXIX, pp. 15-16.
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designs" or "over the Solar Symbol." But
P.L. Gupta is lurking in uncertainly
about the attribution of these coins.4
Indeed, a re-examination of the double-
struck coins published by Hoernle
shows that in every case the name and
emblems of Mihirakula lie over those of
Toramana.¥

The Later Hunas: After Mihirakula
his successor continued to rule over the
North-Western region. They issued coins
of the Sassanian type. Cunningham,
Smith, and others have discussed the
obscure cognate issues of the rulers. But
their writings do not provide sufficient
data to construct the political or
chronological order of the period. The
coins bearing the name of Khingila,
Udayaditya, and Narendraditya are of
special interest.#® In this connection a
paper entitled "A so-called Lyrist Type
Copper Coin" published in The Journal
of The Numismatic Society of India,
XXV, pt I, by T.P. Verma is worthy of
notice.  Originally, the coin was
published by B.N. Mukherjee who based
on paleography, obverse, and reverse,
and the fabric and general execution of
the devices attributed it to the Gupta
period.*  The
fragmentary

bears the
Nebuja and

obverse
legend

46. P.L. Gupta, Coins, New Delhi, 1989, p. 60.

47. Fleet, Indian Antiquary, 1886, p. 245

fragmentary legend... Janama occurs on
the reverse. But based on paleography,
fabrication, and device T.P. Verma is
inclined to attribute
Epthalite chief, Narendra.
The survey of the above writings on

the piece to

the Huna coins reveals the fact that the
coins of the silver and copper metals and
different denominations were no doubt
issued by the Hunas. But most of them
are crude imitations and quite
unbecoming of the brilliant tradition of
the numismatic art set by the Great
Guptas. Even the Hunas introduced no
innovation or novelty and they were
past masters in imitations. Of course,
wherever they went, they borrowed and
imitated cultures and institutions and it
was in this process
borrowing and imitations that they
carried the Sassanian style of coinage to
India which continuedin Gujarat and
Rajputana till about 1100 A.D.5! In India,
too, the process continued
uninterruptedly with the result that they

imitated the coins of their conquered

of continuous

territories as is evident from numerous
coins found at Chiniot and Shahakota
and Gandhara.

Despite the brilliant contributions of
the scholars who, through their writings

48. A. Cunningham, Coins of Medieval India, London, p. 26; Smith, JASB, 1894, p. 189, fn. 2.
49.  Journal of the Asiatic Society, Vol. 1, 1959, No.1, p. 35.
50. U. Thakur, The Hunas in India, Varanasi, 1967, p.277.

51. Ibid, p. 278.
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on the coins of the Hunas, have thrown
refreshing and interesting light on the
subject but there is still scope for the
micro-study of the geographical
distribution of the Hunas coins and their
economic importance, frequency of the
coins, metrology, and mint-sites. No
gold coins of the Hunas are known and
they invented no new designs and styles.
The fact that crude and vulgar copper
coins struck by Toramana continued to
be in circulation for a long period and
to be used

they came in daily

52. Ibid.
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transactions even as late as the time of
Muslim rule52 A suggestion has been
advanced that the Huna's numerous
coins found at Chiniot and Shahakota
were their principal mint sites, besides
Gandhara.?® Though ignored by history,
the Hunas were, however, gratefully
remembered by the subsequent Indian
dynasties of the small chiefs and rulers
through their imitation of the Huna
coinage, the specimens of which are yet
found in Rajputana and elsewhere.5*

53. U. Thakur, Mints and Minting in India, Varanasi, 1972, p. 137.
54. cf. U. Thakur, The Hunas in India, Varanasi, 1967, p. 296.
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INTRICACIES OF MONETARY POLICY
OF THE PRATIHARS

NAIRANJANA SRIVASTAVA

The early medieval period which is
generally spanned from AD 750 to AD
1200, marks a new beginning in many
ways. The economy and society acquired
a new face in the wake of a multi-layered
power amidst the
disintegration of unified governance.

structure

New researches show that Pratihar’s
advent to the throne of North India
pursued favors to the pre-existing social
and cultural structures. Financially, it
responded very swiftly to the
requirements of age with acceptance of a
new mode of production and market
Strategic change in the
policy had a many-fold
bearing on the overall reputation of this
period which was
'beginning of Indian Feudalism' and the

relations.
economic

coined as the

‘polar opposite of the Early-historic
period?  primarily due to de-
urbanization-led trade decline theory
and the absence of the regular monetary

Ll s

scheme.

The money economy under
Pratihars presents an intriguing case of a
defensive economy. Market relations
were different from preceding centuries
and one nation-one rule-one currency
system had lost its glory to the regional
presence on all fronts. Pratihar coinage
was also not a unified currency system
and was circulated in only the central
parts of the empire. Western coastal
feudal of Kathiawad-Marwad

already had their separate coins in

states

circulation. It seems that the reluctance
of Pratihars to act as fiduciary was not
unthoughtful and must have had a
greater wellbeing-projection at the policy
level. The famous reading presented by
prof. early
medieval money-economy with the
previous coinage systems of Kushanas
and Guptas* to strengthen his opinion in
favor of complete trade collapse during

R S Sharma compares

Kosambi, D D, An Introduction to the Study of Indian History, Bombay, 1998, pp.295-6
Chattopadhyaya, B D, The Making of Early Mediaeval India, New Delhi, 1997, p.7
Sharma, Shanta Rani, Pratihars of Rajasthan, Rajasthani Granthagar, Jodhpur, 2017, p.138
Sharma, R S, Early Mediaeval Indian Society: A Study in Feudalism, Delhi, 2003, pp.136-141
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Post-Gupta times.> He attributes the
phenomena to the weakening of trade
relations with Byzantine which was
reluctant to extend business with the
East and issue coins in the period of
political upheaval. Dr. D.C. Sircar refutes
the allegation of a declining economy or
paucity of coins in the period based on
archaeological and historical sources.®
about big markets and
centers

He writes

business where trade and
commercial activities used to run at full
capacity and so was the coinage system.
He gives examples from literature to
emphasize regular monetary
transactions and holds that silver coins
exceeded in number from previous times
in terms of issuing and circulation. The
absence of actual coin finds has been
explained by Parameshwari Lal Gupta as
a circumstantial loss at the attack and
theft by Mahmud of Ghazni.” Limited
archaeological excavations and diversion

from the early-medieval-centric

Vol. LXXXII, 1 & 11

approach should also be considered
responsible for the paucity of metallic
coins.

Contrary to the image, Gurjar-
Pratihars had a stable monetary system
and an affluent state of the volume of
money in their ruled territory. Pratihar
coins were circulated in parts of north
and central India for a considerable
period and were issued for about 100
years in continuity. The currency was so
designed to fulfill the needs of the
empire in the collection of agricultural
tax and pay in cash the expenses of
central and feudal armies regularly. It
trade  requirements
andcommercial transactions in all parts
of the kingdom. Recent studies on
Pratihar monetary system by Dr. Shanta
Rani Sharma® discuss important details

also served

of Pratihar coinage and its circulation.
She, based on epigraphical evidence
proves that money in Pratihar territory
was, by all means, an essential part of

5. His data suggest that Pratihars issued almost 14,000 dramma coins in addition to
enormous small-denomination units of Gadhaiya paisa. Prof. R S Sharma compares total
finds of early medieval coins circulated in AD 500 to AD 1000 with that of 200 BC to AD
300 and with admitted 'limited work' holds that the compared period was far behind the
period of pre and post-Kushan time bracket. He then very quickly concludes that there
was a definite decline in the quality and quantity of coins from the late- Gupta period
onwards. Although he talks about Gadhaiyya paisa and its fantastic presence throughout
centuries, the inference is drawn in the favor of a closed village economy of shallow-
earning and poor-purchasing capacity people.

6.  Sircar, D C, Numismatic and Epigraphic Studies, 1977, pp. 16-38

7. Gupta, P.L ., Coins, pp. 63-72 cited in Guptottar Kalin Uttar Bhartiya Mudraen (600-1200 AD.)
by Dr. Onkar Nath Singh, Vishwavidyalaya Prakashan, Varanasi, 1997,p.2.

8.  Sharma, Shanta Rani, Pratihars of Rajasthan, Rajasthani Granthagar, Jodhpur, 2017, pp 121-

145
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civil life. Business deals as big as the sale
and purchase of land or animals were
finalized with the transaction of money
and humble payments such as liquor
purchase and labor charges for cleaning-
repairing, etc. were also done in metal
currency. She has analyzed available
evidence of money transactions in great
detail to ascertain that access to money
and its use was wildly prevalent without
distinction of caste and class in all the
subjects invariably. She can be quoted
further, 'monetary economy was a well
functional regular system of Pratihars
and it never got affected with the feudal
nature of governance’ (if at all it
existed).” Her contest to the repeated
notion of the declining economy of the
discussed period is so emphatic that one
needs to revisit the issue with more
sensibility and accurate explanation. It
would be appropriate to discuss here the
list of Pratihar coin-finds acquired
physically or evidenced through
epigraphical or literary sources.

A total number of 8243 “Adi-Varah’
coins, 7809 ‘Sri-Vigra” (ha) and “Sri Vi’

9. Ibid, p.145

coins (Vigrahapaldrammas), and 3297
other Indo-Sassanian coins have been
reported by Pratipal Bhatial® from U.P,,
Bihar, M.P., Haryana, Punjab, and
Rajasthan. Pratihar inscriptions give
names of a variety of Drammas,'! Pada,
Rupak, Vimshopak
(Varaahakyavimshopak,2Vigrahadram

ma Vimsovak®), Pana, Kakini* and
Varatak.’> It would be appropriate to
mention here that the coinage of this
period in all the metal types (i.e.-gold,
silver, copper, or alloyed) was obliged
by the Greek- Drachma weight pattern
of 67.5 grains, along with the Indian
weight pattern of Puran coins which was
followed in exceptional cases.l® Silver
Dramma coins were a popular type
whereas gold drammas are not found so
far, especially before Chadellas and
There
denominations of Drama coins to suit
different types of purchases and
payments. Literary records of the
concerned period support epigraphical
evidence to the maximum extent.” It
should also be noted here that the early-

Kalchuris. were several

10. Bhatia, P., “Notes on the Physical Distribution of the Indo-Sassanian Sri Bi, Sri Vigra(ha) and Sri
Adivarah Coins in the Ganga Valley, c. AD 700-1000' .Paper presented at the Platinum
Session of the Numismatic Society of India, Patna, 1987 (unpublished).

11.  Epigraphia India, Vol. I,Siyadoni inscriptions, pp.162-179, lines - 6 to 45

12.  Epigraphia India, Vol.1, Siyadoni Inscription, pp162-179, line10

13. Epigraphia India, Vol.1, Siyadoni Inscription, pp162-179, line36

14. Puri, B N, The History of the Gurjar Pratihars, Munshiram Manoharlal, Pub. Pvt. Ltd.,

Lucknow, pp.200-201

15.  Epigraphia India, Vol.1, Siyadoni Inscription, pp162-179, line 45
16. Gopal, Lallanji, The Economic Life of Northern India, Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1989, p.179
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medieval period is known for the
paucity of gold coins which have been
analyzed variously to suit different
hypotheses.

In the subsequent centuries after
Guptas, the pre-existing money currency
was re-employed and no new coins were
issued till the Chandellas of Jaijakbhukti,
which are still found very limited in
number.’® Later, Gangeyadeva and his
son Lakshmikarna of the Kalchuri family
reportedly issued 33 gold coins.® Very
few Parmar, Chaulukya,
Kachchhapghat, and Tomar gold coins
have  been  reported and  till
GovindchandraGahadwal whose 1887
debased gold coins are found?, there
seems no regularity in issuing of gold
currency. Kashmir had political stability
and comparatively better = money
management still coinage was inferior as
compared to the Gupta times.?! It is
noteworthy that base
presented a good alternative to bullion
coins in the concerned period and some

metal coins

rulers deliberately chose to debase their

coins. Prof. R S Sharma gives

Vol. LXXXII, 1 & 11

comprehensive details of the total
coinage activity in Asia putting India in
the center and explains the global
paucity of precious metal coins as a
result of a change in trade behavior in
the post-Kushana times.2 Although he
speaks volumes about Pratiharacoinage
debasement is the issue that has not been
given desired space in logical
considerations. Also, his general remarks
about dying trade activities are full of
self-contradictions where trade-decline
linked with a paucity of metallic coins is
only half-heartedly accepted in the light
of its magical revival in the coming
centuries (10t century onwards). He fails
in explaining how craft and production
activities were rejuvenated in the 10t
century without previously mastered
and consistently researched knowledge-
base.?> His combining the two realities of
active International business and regular
issuing of metal currency overlooks
very potential aspect of
‘debasement’” and its importance in

another

handling issues of State-welfare and
economic profiteering.

17. Kathvate, A.V. (ed.), Dvayashrayakavya of Hemchandra, in 2 Vols. , Bombay, 1915, pp.XVIL
79-81,84,94/ XX.10; Majumdar, A.K, Chalukyas of Gujrat, Bombay, 1956, p.271
;Brihatkalpbhashya of Kshemkirti, cited in JNSI, Vol. XIV, p. 109 ; JNSI, XX, p. 18

18. Cunningham, A, Coins of Medieval India, Indological Book House, Varanasi, pp.26-42, 1967

19. |.N.S.I, XVII, p. 3, 26 ; Cunningham, AIR, X.25; Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum IV, p.

CLXXXII

20. Catalogue of the coins in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, p. 257
21. Singh, O.N., Guptottarkalin Uttar Bhartiya Mudraen, Vishwavidyalaya Prakashan, Varanasi,

pp-1-4, 1997
22. Sharma, RS, op.cit., p.143
23. Ibid, pp. 150-152
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The debasement of money can be
due to many reasons. The first one may
benefit the sovereign when the precious
metal content is to be saved for the
king's purse. The reduced purchasing
capacity of the citizens can be held
responsible sometimes and this may lead
to inflation or overall system collapse on
the economic front. Debased currency
can also be caused by a legitimate
purpose when a government would try
to safeguard its citizen's financial rights
by ensuring that the currency remains in
circulation rather than stored as bullion
by those who want to take advantage of
the comparatively increased value of the
metal. This case is considered a public
welfare measure and is hailed by
economists as a visionary step to secure
the quality of living, financial stability,
and future of the sovereign state.
Pratihar’s debased coins should be
reviewed in this light.

Literature of the early-medieval
period suggests that domestic and
International business were supervised
and maintained by kings themselves to
earn a better share from the trade
activities.?* Although the general decline
in International business has been
observed vigorously, when we look at

the market activities it appears that
inland business was still growing and
the country was woven in one sheet of
different threads of distant products
collected, imported, and sold in these
markets. There was an excellent network
of roads and riverways and important
cities, including State capitals and major
ports, were connected efficiently with
other parts of the country.?> Mention is
also found of big bazaars having a user-
friendly layout to accommodate all types
of business. Traders were rich having
sometimes enormous money and could
easily exchange their currency with the
other one in these markets.2e Shipping
industry was also performing well
which is attested by Yuktikalptaru.?”
Mookerji has discussed the case of
Indian shipping caliber separately.2

But by the 10t century AD, Arabs
became the chief traders in the region
and occupied almost all the Indian ports
with their colonies. Their intervention
devastated Indian foreign trade and
despite  having good knowledge,
experience, and equipment, Indians
were now acting as mere middlemen
who collected goods from different city
doors and sold them at the ports from
where Arabs took over the charge.? This

24. Niyogi, Pushpa, Economic History of North India, Progressive Pub. Calcutta, 1962, p.161

25.  Alberuni, Vol. 1, pp.200-209
26. Niyogi, Pushpa, op.cit.,p.159

27.  Yuktikalptaru, ed. By pt. Ishwar Chandra Shastri, Calcutta, 1917. It is a compilation by Bhoj

Narapati of the Paramar dynasty of Dhar.

28. Mookerji, R.K,, Indian Shipping and Maritime Activity, Bombay, 1912

29. Niyogi, Pushpa, op.cit.,pp.174-176
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gave a brilliant chance of survival to big
cats in the game who accumulated riches
through navigating between ports and
cities but small and medium merchants
could not withstand this
monopolization®® A good amount of
profit through the selling of Indian
products was being incurred by the
Arabs and not by the Indians which
must have discouraged the desired
existence of innovation and research in
the promotion of different skills and
production practices. It almost killed the
scientific temperament of Indians. The
amount of loss thus made to the Indian
mercantile community can be measured
through a comparative statement by
Wassaf who writes that India is "a
country to which people export gold,
silver commodities, and curiosities and
from which, in exchange, they bring
away only thrones, drugs, pebbles, and
various aromatic roots and from which

30. Ibid, p.176
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money has never been sent to any place
for the purchase of goods."3! It should be
underlined here that since the
transaction was done in money currency
India's international business in this
scenario could have potentially swept
away with all the powers from the hands
of Indians, had not there been a policy at
the level of coinage system to have a
trusting implication in future security.

B. N. Mukherjee has explained the
monetary trend in this period by
evaluating the need and willpower in
bringing new coins and maligning old
ones with a high infusion of base metals
in them.32 Inferior quality of minting
technique, according to him shows a lack
of regularity in
Although early-medieval coinage was
generally better in terms of rate of
business and retrieval of coin-hoards,
quality wise it deteriorated due to
debasement.3? Debased currency

issuing the coins.

31. Elliot and Dowson, Prof. John: History of India As Told by its Historians, 8 Vols., London, 1866-
77, Vol. 1II, pp.84-85. Another account by Arab traveler Shahabuddin Al Umri of the 14t
century voices the same issue saying that 'for past three thousand years Indians have not
exported gold to anywhere and whatever came here did not go in other hands. Merchants
from all parts of the world exchange their gold in return for herbs and stones. Had gold not
been artificially produced elsewhere, it would have vanished from the world.' Masalik-Ul-
Abasar/Mamalik-Ul-Amasar, partially translated by LH.Siddiqui, Aligarh, p.61

32. Mukherjee, B.N., Technology of Indian Coinage: Ancient and Mediaeval Period, in History of
Science and Technology on India, Vol. III, ed. By Kuppuram, G. & Kumudamani, K,

Sudeep Prakashan, New Delhi, 1990, p. 44

33. Deyell, ].S., Living Without Silver: The Monetary History of Early Mediaeval India, Oxford
University Press, Delhi, 1990, p. 37. Deyell presents a comparison between the first and
the last lot of Pratihar silver coins. His study shows that silver coins issued between AD
750/780-836 contained silver portion as little as only 1.83 gm., whereas it further fell to
0.88 gm. at the time of issuing of Vinayakpal Dramma in AD 913-933/1000. The weight of
both the coin types was 3.81 gm. and 3.78 gm. respectively.
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confused foreign traders who continued
doing business with it and exchanged
their products at the face value of the
original types which eventually would
have hurt the reputation of India's
International business.?* But many
disagree to consider this as so. For them,
the debasement of coins by Pratihars
presents a classic case of intelligent
financial management. ]J.S. Deyell has
written about it emphasizing that
‘debasement was a choice made by kings
and authorities. Pratihars chose to
debase their currency to not let go of
Indian money in the hands of Arabs.'3
The question arises then how did
they make it happen? The debasement of
the currency had never been an open
policy of the State. Any Government, if it
chooses to decrease precious metal
content in its popular currency, keeps
the act very subtle in shifting from
original types, so much so that it is
prevented from being realized by the
market and justified perfectly in the
welfare of the State. When we look at the
monetary policy of Pratihars, who ruled
over most of the North & Central parts
of India, they developed two operative
modes in this regard. There were two
currency types, the first one, highly

debased, confined to only central parts
of the empire whereas the second one,
better among the two, circulated in the
coastal or borders regions, administered
by their feudatories.?* Coins were also
sourced by more than one agency, i.e.
Central government, feudatory states,
and private players. It is evident from
the coin finds that the center encouraged
escalating base metal content in the
currency to not only save precious
metals but also to discourage the interest
of foreign traders from doing business
with the innermost parts of the country.
Coastal currency, issued by feudal states
or Guilds had a comparatively better
amount of precious metals intended to
be used in exchange for imported goods
and services unhesitatingly.?” India at
this time was a big market for horses,
brought by the Arabs from hilly regions
of Afghanistan, the Central Asian
border. Pehowa inscription informs
about the huge profit incurred by Indian
businessmen in the trade. These private
traders were authorized ones who acted
on the behalf of State and supplied
Pratihars with the best quality horses
bought from the Arabs.3® Since Pratihar
coinage was highly debased, Arabs
themselves did not directly negotiate

34. Elliot and Dowson, Prof. John: History of India As Told by its Historians, 8 Vols., London,

1866-77, Vol. 111, pp.188
35. Deyell, ].S., op.cit., pp.37,38
36. Ibid, p. 37
37. Ibid, p. 38

38. Puri, B.N., The History of the Gurjara Pratiharas, Munshiram Manoharlal Pub. Pvt. Ltd.,

Lucknow 1986, pp.200-201
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with them and stopped at the ports
where goods and money were
exchanged and returned without
investing interest in the affairs of the
country other than business. Moreover,
coinage in this period was generally
inferior in comparison to previous times,
transactions were done in the face of
standard value and not on the actual
value of the currency. An Arab writer,
Abu Zaid can be quoted saying that
'Arabs turned a profit of the business to
their side to earn gold from India.'®® But
it seems that this statement was only half
reality as the amount of gold (or
precious metal content) present in Indian
currency, which he was talking about,
was just nominal and Arabs gained no
substantial profit despite imagining a
good deal in their cart. Mohammed Aufi
writes in his book * Jam-ul-Hiqayat' that
'the traders of Khorasan lament of the
Indian copper and brass coins received
by them in the confusion of Gold and
Silver ones'.#0 The act of intentionally
promoting fraud with the foreign
traders, i.e. Arabs, gave India a fairly
good chance of in Arab-
occupied International business with
profit not completely lost in their hands.
This fulfilled the interest of Pratihars in

survival

39. Elliot & Dowson, op cit., Vol.1, p.11
40. Ibid, Vol. 11, p. 188

Vol. LXXXII, 1 & 11

restricting the penetration of Arabs into
the heartland of the empire also. L.J.
Gopal writes that the Pratiharkings
controlled Gujrat and Sindh ports and
made their doors to enter India, but the
doors were kept tightly closed for the
Arabs, both militarily and economically.
Probably this restriction was the main
cause of criticism of Pratihars by Arab
writers who traveled to India during
their reign and sensed their diplomatic
acumen.*! Other Rajput dynasties did
also follow the footsteps of Pratihars in
continuing with maligning their coins
with an increased percentage of base
metals. JS Deyell strongly holds that the
ploy of debasing coins was specially
created to save precious metals in
India.*2

We may therefore conclude that the
monetary policy of Pratihar rulers
reciprocated the intensity of challenges
posed to them by the unprecedented
threat of Arab invasions and occupation.
They were smart enough in realizing the
seriousness of this before others and
exhibited preparation of excellent finish.
The debasement of currency was an
instrument in their hands that effectively
supplemented  military  efforts in
guarding the borders.

41. Ibid, Vol. I, p. 4, 21. Sulaiman and Al Masudi have praised Pratihars for their
administrative skills but strongly criticize how they behaved with the Arabs.

42. Deyell, op.cit., p.38



WESTERN GANGA GOLD COINS
(Plate XIV:1 to Plate XIX:3)

DEME RAJA REDDY

The Gangas of Talakad, also known
as Western Gangas ruled between the
fourth to tenth century AD and till
recently no coin ascribable to the rulers
of this dynasty has been reported
(Narasimha Murthy 1997). Gangas had
an elephant as their royal emblem and
all the coins with a caparisoned elephant
on the obverse and floral design on the
reverse are ascribed to this dynasty. The
attribution is based on the similarity of
the caparisoned elephant seen on the
coins and the animal depicted on their
copper plates and seals. The elephant
always faced right and was ornamented
with girdles, wreaths, jingling , anklets,
etc. The trunks are long and hang down.
Very few coins have one or two letters
above the animal and such coins are
identified as those
individual rulers of this dynasty. Similar
coins were also found in the stratified
deposits in  Talagunda excavations
(Keshava et al 2019). Following is a
description of 42 gold coins of Western
Gangas. Their weights ranged between
391 to 44.01 grams and sizes varied
between 0.9 to 1.5 cms. The letters which

belonging to

could be verified are ‘ga” and another two
coins had ‘Ka’ preceding them and these
may be coins of Kongavarma (350-370
AD). Gold coins from the “Hundi” of
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam had ten
Western Ganga coins and they appeared
to be the first gold coins from south India
it was no surprise that the first capital of
these kings was Kolar. It is well known
Kolar and nearby Hutti were the only
sites where gold was mined from ancient
India. Following is a description of gold
coins found in a hoard:
Description of the coins:
1. Weight: 4.01 grms; Size: 1.3 cms;
Thickness: 1.75 mms; (P1. XIV:1)
2. W: 397 grms; S: 1.3 cms; T: 2.33
mms; (PL. XIV:2)
3. W: 393 grms; S: 1.1 cms; T: 2.18
mms; (PL. XIV:3)
4. W: 325 grms; S: 1.1 cms; T: 2.31
mms; (Pl. XIV:4)
Two letters above the animal- Ga
5. W: 400 grms; S: 1.3 cms; T: 2.40
mms; (PL. XIV:5)
6. W: 4.00 grms; S: 1.1 cms; T: 2.31
mms; (PL. XIV:6)
Letter Ga
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7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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W: 395 grms; S: 1.2 cms; T: 2.51
mms; (PL. XIV:7)

W: 394 grms; S: 1.1
mms; (PL. XIV:8)

W: 395 grms; S: 14 cms; T:
mms; (PL. XV:1)

W: 396 grms; S: 1.1
mms; (PL. XV:2)

W: 394 grms; S: 0.9 cms; T:
mms; (P1. XV:3)

W: 393 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T:
mms; (Pl. XV:4)

W =394 grm; S: 1.1 cms; T:
mms; (P1. XV:5)

W: 391 grms; S: 1.2 cms; T:
mms; (Pl. XV:6)

Letter Ga

W: 392 grms; S: 1.2 cms; T:
mms; (Pl. XV:7)

Letter Ga

W: 391 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T:
mms; (Pl. XV:8)

Letter Ga

W:3.96 grms; S: 0.9 cms; T1.94 mms;
(PL. XVI:1)

Letter Ga

W: 394 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T: 2.33
mms; (Pl. XVI:2)

W: 393 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T: 2.33
mms; (Pl. XVI:3)

Letter Ga

W: 3.96 grms; S: 1.0 cms;
mms; (Pl. XVI:4)

W: 394 grms; S: 1.2 cms;
mms; (Pl. XVI:5)

Letters Ka Ga

cms; T: 2.31
1.45
cms; T: 213
2.52
248
2.46

2.28

1.95

2.44

T: 2.16

T: 2.00

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.
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W: 400 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T: 1.63
mms; (P1. XVI:6)

Letter Ga

W: 395 grms; S: 0.9 cms; T:
mms; (PL. XVI:7)

Letters Ka & Ga

W: 392 grms; S: 0.9 cms; T:
mms; (P1. XVI:8)

W: 397 grms; S: 0.9 cms; T:
mms; (Pl. XVII:1)

W: 395 grms; S: 0.9 cms; T:
mms; (Pl. XVII:2)

W: 398 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T:
mms; (P1. XVII:3)

W: 397 grms; S: 1.1
mms; (Pl. XVII:4)
Letter Ga

W: 398 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T:
mms; (PL. XVII:5)

Letter Ga

W: 394 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T:
mms (P1. XVIIL:6)

Letter Ga;

Broken. W: 3.98 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T:
1.80 mms; (P1. XVII:7)

W: 381 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T: 1.19
mms; (PL. XVII:8)

W: 3.83 grms; S: 1.0 cms;T: 1.95
mms; (PL. XVIII:1)

W: 3.86 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T: 1.68
mms; (PL. XVIII:2)

W: 380 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T: 1.73
mms; (P1. XVIII:3)

W: 374 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T: 1.56
mms; (PL. XVIII:4)

2.33

2.08

2.30

1.98

1.71

cms; T: 1.60

1.63

1.98
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37. W: 381 grms; S: 1.1 cms; T: 2.00

mms; (PL. XVIIL:5)

38. W: 384 grms; S: 1.1 cms; T: 1.57

mms; (PL. XVIIIL:6)

39. W: 3.80 grms; S: 1.0 cms; T: 2.00

mms; (PL. XVIIL:7)

Letter Ga
Discussion:

In recent years there are reports of
Western Ganga coins that could be
attributed to the individual rulers of this
dynasty based on Kannada legends on

Western Ganga Gold Coins 101

them. Coins with the legend Nanniya
Ganga were attributed to Butuga and
Srimad Yareyana Keyega to Ereyanga
respectively (Ganesh and Girijapathy
1999; Girijapathy2006). Gopal (2016)
described a  coin of  Ganga
Marasimha(963-974 AD) with the legend
Chalake Nallata. Gopal (2014)
described another coin of Western
Ganga ruler Narasimha based on the
legend on the reverse side.

also
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UNIQUE SILVER TANKA OF GULBARGA SULTAN

NIZAM-UD-DIN AHMAD SHAH - 111
(Plate XIX: 4)

ASHOK SINGH THAKUR & MOHAMMAD SULTAN

We take pleasure in publishing this
unique Silver Tanka of Nizam-Ud-Din
Ahmad Shah - III or Nizam Shah
Bahmani (Bahamanis of the Deccan) who
was the sultan of the Gulbarga Sultanate
from AD - 1461 - 1463 (AH - 866 - 867).
Until now only gold and copper Coins of
Nizam-Ud-Din Ahmad Shah - III were
known. This is the first silver coin
attributed to the King. (Pl. XIX:4)

It is described as :

Metal - Silver.
Weight - 11.11, gm.
Diameter - 24.35,mm.

Transliteration:
Obverse: Al-Muayyad b’ taeed
Allah Al-Mannan Abu’l Muzaffar
Reverse: Ahmad Shah Bin
Humayun Shah Al-Sultan
KhalladaMulkuhu
Translation:

Obuverse: The (one) supported by the
affirmation of Allah The Benefactor (Al-
Mannan is one of the ninety-nine
beautiful names 'Asma Al-Husna' of

Allah), father of the victorious

(Abu'lMuzaffar is the kuniyaused by the
Ahmad Shah III).

Reverse: Ahmad Shah son of
Humayun Shah The Sultan May his

dominions  (rule) perpetuate (for
eternity)
Obverse Margin:

A Al 5 i 5 A A
Transliteration:

SanahSittawaSitteenwathamanmaya
Translation: (Struck in the) year six and
sixty and eight hundred Hijri
Note: The letter ‘4" at the end of the
margin’s legend symbolizes that the
calendar is the Hijri calendar.
Reverse Margins:

(left) Duriba (struck) (top) b’hazrat

(at the capital city) (right) (of)
Muhammadabad (bottom) (in the year)
866 (AH)

Historical Note:

Nizam  Al-Din Ahmad Shah
ascended the Bahmani throne in the year
865 AH when he was only a boy of eight
years. The kingdom was effectively run
by his Makhduma-i-Jahan
Nargis Begum, Maliku't-tujjar Mahmud

mother



2021 Unique Silver Tanka of Gulbarga Sultan Nizam-ud-din... 103

Gawan, and Khwaja-i-Jahan Turk. The =~ Ahmad Shah-IIl's brief yet courageous
relatively short rule of Ahmad Shah III, reign came to an end with his death in
saw insurgencies from the Raja of Orissa ~ 867 AH.

andalso from the Khaljis of Malwa.

Notes and References:

1.  Standard Catalogue of Sultanate Coins of India by DilipRajgor.

2. The coin of the Indian Sultanates by Stan Goron and ]. P. Goenka.

3. Iam deeply thankful to Shri Bilal Ahmad ( USA) for helping me to prepare this paper.



JAI PRAKASH SINGH’S CONTRIBUTION
TO INDIAN NUMISMATICS

MUKESH KUMAR SINGH

Despite the big gap caused due to
the sad demise of Prof. Jai Prakash
Singh, we all feel that he will ever
remain a doyen of numismatics and
Indological studies. His contributions
to the study of Numismatics, Indology,
and the Socio-cultural history of ancient
India
spectacular. His
Society of
influenced by his great love of
Indological research. He was associated
with the Numismatics society of India in
capacities like editor, chief
editor, general secretary, chairman, etc.

His numismatics

have been immense and
relation with the

Numismatic India was

various

writings  are
mainly focused on two themes, North-
eastern Indian coinage, and Gupta
coinage. He worked on various aspects
of ancient and medieval north-eastern
Indian coinage and economy. His work

on Ahom dynasty coinage has been very

unique in this regard. He figured out the
religious and economic significance of
Ahom coinage. According to Prof. Singh,
the Ahom coinage was initiated as a
coronation commemorative to be gifted
away on the occasion. Later on it became
a mode of regular currency. He has also
worked on the coinage of early Assam.
His observations were very important
for the future study of Assam coinage. !
He also made observations on Tripura
coinage and traced out the historicity
and peculiarity of these coin types. His
article on 'The Coinage and Economy of
North Eastern States of India' is a
pioneer for the historiography of North-
eastern Coinage.2 Later N.G. Rhodes,
S.K. Bose,
numismatists expand the horizon of
North-eastern Coinage.

Prof. Singh has contributed amply
to Gupta coinage. He added new

Anup Mitra, and other

1. Singh, Jai Prakash, Coinage, Trade and Economy of the Ahoms, Journal of Numismatic
Society of India (JNSI), Vols. LXIV -V, 2002-03, pp. 63-88.

2. Singh, Jai Prakash, The Coinage and Economy of the North Eastern States of India, published in
'Coinage and Economy of North Eastern States of India', edited by Singh, Jai Prakash &
Ahmad, Nisar, Memoirs no.7, NSI, Varanasi, pp. 135-145.
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dimensions to the Gupta coinage
resulting in a new interpretation of
Gupta coins. In his article "On the
coronation types of the Guptas", he
associated five types of Gupta coins with
the coronation.®> Prof. Singh viewed
Gupta's gold coinage as primarily to be
commemorative coinage. Importantly,
he also refuted some earlier views on
Gupta coinage and express new ideas on
coins types, especially the Horseman
type coin, The King and queen type coin
of Skandagupta, and The King and
peacock type coin of Kumargupta 1.4
Apart from the above two main areas, he
also worked on different dimensions of
numismatics from time to time.

He had a very clear idea about the
development of Indian Coinage. In his
presidential address at the 83rd annual
conference of the Numismatic Society of
India, he distinctly traced the evolution of
Indian coinage. In this address, he
discussed briefly but precisely the early
development of money. Prof. Singh
believed that the moneyless stage of
human development is not necessarily an
initial stage of the development of
money. It only provides the background
for the origin of money. Barter is the next
economic

important stage in

development after the moneyless stage.
His view on the Barter system in ancient
India is remarkable because he envisaged
the various new aspects of the Barter
system. The barter system existed in the
early stages of civilization all over the
world. Foreign trade between Egypt and
the  neighbouring
conducted mainly through the exchange
of presents in the second millennium B.C.

countries was

He also discussed the bargaining
mechanism that existed in the Barter
System. Development of the Market
system improvised the Barter system. The
system continued not only
throughout ancient and medieval periods
of history but even later in several remote
parts of the Indian subcontinent down to
the early parts of the twentieth century.
Continuous use of barter over a long
period leads to a stage of development in
which an item of barter emerges as a
medium exchange5 Prof. J. P. Singh
expressed a very clear view of the Vedic
monetary exchange system. The Vedic

age has a distinct position in Indian

barter

civilization. It has shaped the cultural
pattern of the Indian subcontinent. In the
field of economic life, it has coined the
cattle money concept is a medium of
exchange. From religious ceremonies to

3. Singh, Jai Prakash, Coinage, On the Coronation Types of the Guptas, [NSI, Vol. LXVI,

2004, pp. 43-52.

4.  Singh, Jai Prakash, The Horseman Type of The Guptas, [NSI, Vol. XXXII, Part. 11,1970, pp.

172-175.

5. Singh, Jai Prakash, Nature & Origin of Coinage from Religious Gifts in India, Centenary
Celebration No. 3 Part -1I, NSI, Varanasi, 2010, pp. 265-279.
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payment of tax, cows were used as an
acceptable medium of exchange. Nishka is
also a very much discussed term in the
Vedic Prof. Singh has
extensively discussed this topic in his
article 'On Gift-Origin of Coinage in
Vedic Period'. In this article, he presumed
that in the Vedic and Later Vedic periods
the gold nishka was recognized widely as
a store of value. However, he opined that
it is extremely difficult to formulate any
idea concerning actual shape, size, and
weight but it was roughly uniform in
shape, size and weight. After a detailed
discussion, he concluded that the nishka
seems the fee and gift requirements of the
king and others were a background to the
development of coinage. Metallic money
is the mnext stage of
development, however,

economy.

economic
barter and
primitive money continued till modern
times.®

His religious insight into the ancient
Indian cultural setting was unique. His
studies about the religious leanings of
the tribal coins were a pioneer in this
regard. He investigated the link between
the Indian religions and symbols
depicted on tribal coins. According to
him, the depiction of the tree-in-railing
and the bull on Agar's coins show that

Vol. LXXXII, 1 & 11

the Agars were worshippers of Siva. The
coins of the Audumbaras indicate that
they were also worshippers of Siva.
There are lots of discussions about
Kuninda coins and it appears that
Kuninda like most other republican
tribes professed Saivism. On the
observation of Malavas coins, Jai
Prakash Singh opined that the Malavas
followed the Vedic sacrificial religion
and worshipped all its important gods.
popular tribe
Yaudheya had a definite inclination

The most ancient
towards the Saiva sect and their coins
have several deities and symbols related
to Saivism, like Karttikeya, Siva,
Peacock, Bull, etc. According to Prof.
Singh, tribal republics followed the
policy  of
accepted various

tolerance and
thoughts

religious
religious
popular in their region.”

He has written a well-researched
article on the coinage of Jishnu of
Malwa. He presented the
numismatist view from the proper

earlier

perspective and then conclude that
Jishnu may be an ambitious individual
who carved out a small state for himself
in the Malwa region about the same time
as Chandragupta-II came to the throne
of Magadha® On the importance of

6. Singh, Jai Prakash, On gift-origin of coinage in Vedic Period, JNSI, Vol. LXXV,2013, pp. 1-

10.

7. Singh, Jai Prakash, The Religious Leanings of the Tribal Republics, published in ‘Seminar
Papers on the Tribal Coins of Ancient India’, edited by Singh, Jai Prakash & Ahmad,
Nisar, Memoirs no.4, Dept. of AIHC & Archaeology, Varanasi, 1977, pp. 112- 144.

8.  Singh, Jai Prakash, Coinage of Jishnu of Malwa, [NSI, Vol. XXXVIII, Part-1,1976, pp. 65-71.
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Mauryan coinage he commentated in the
article 'Coins as a source of Early Indian
Economic History' that the coinage may
not have been as extensive and as
popular under the Mauryas and their
predecessors but its importance was
very peculiar. The main reasons for the
importance of this coinage seem to be
economic. The expansion of state affairs
under the Nandas and the Mauryas
made it possible for traders from two
different and far-off places to meet and
made transactions without fear. The
payment of salaries to the civil and
military employees of the state in this
money further popularised it. The
intrinsic value of the coins and their
usefulness as ornament etc. made them
acceptable to all.?

He had also written some articles on
the coin hoards. His article on the coin
hoards of Banaras is brief but very
informative. In this article, he discussed
the coin hoards discovered in Banaras at
different times. His remarks on the non-
availability of coins of certain periods or
series are very remarkable where he said
that hoards represent only that money
that was saved and buried for a rainy
day, and the persons who buried them

were not able to take it out or did not get
time to tell their successors where it was
buried. It is not possible to deduce
important historical conclusions based
on the non-availability or availability of
coins in different areas and series of
coins in such hoards. Coins present in
these hoards, at least in most cases, must
have circulated in the city and the
neighbouring areas within the district.
Some may have been brought from
outside by those working elsewhere.10
His studies on the 'Foreign studies in
early indigenous coins' is also important
because in this article he deeply
investigates the influence of Indo-Greek
and other foreign coin types on tribal
and later coins. His remark on the
overall impact is that the development of
Indian coinage was definitely influenced
by the coinages of the foreign kingships
of the country, but Indian coinage has
also  maintained  its
character.!!

Professor Jai Prakash Singh was also
a very good reviewer of numismatics

indigenous

writings. His evaluation brings out the
specialty and limitations of
contemporary numismatic writings. His
review of 'The Coinage of Assam’ written

9. Singh, Jai Prakash, Coins as a Source of Early Indian Economic History, published in 'Coins
and Early Indian Economy, edited by Shastri, Ajay Mitra, Memoirs no.6, NSI, Varanasi,

pp- 21-32.

10. Singh, Jai Prakash, Coin Hoards of Banaras, JNSI, Vol. LXVIII, 2006, pp.126-131.
11. Singh, Jai Prakash, Foreign Elements in Early Indian Indigenous Coins, published in ‘Foreign
Elements in Indian Indigenous Coins’, edited by Shastri, Ajay Mitra, Memoirs no.8, NSI,

Varanasi, pp. 124-135.
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by N.G. Rhodes & S.K. Bose highlighted
the latest material updated in this book
about the coinage of Pre-Ahom Assam.
He had
comments to  the

always made suggestive
authors  for
reinvestigation of the subject. He wrote a
of the Ahom
Kingdom' written by Anup Mitra. This

book gives updated knowledge of Ahom

review on the ‘Coins

coinage and their dies. He also wrote an
important review of 'The Coinage of
Tripura with notes on the Seals, orders,
Decorations, and Medals of the State’
written by N.G. Rhodes & SK. Bose.
Prof. Singh admitted that the authors
have the best collection of most types of
Tripura coins and this study has an
authoritative

position in  Tripura

coinage.
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After study of Jai Prakash Singh's
writing on numismatics, we can say that
he had a versatile ability to grasp the
different aspects of coins. He tried to
reimagine and redefine the line of
thinking in the field of ancient Indian
numismatics. He guided the younger
generation in research in the field of
numismatics. His contribution to the
themes of the north-eastern coinage of
India has influenced the future study of
the theme. His study on the origin of
coinage in ancient India has also had a
significant impact on explanations of the
theme. His role in the Numismatic
Society of India had also very significant
and he tried to continue the legacy of
this illustrious institution.



Obituary

PROFESSOR JAI PRAKASH SINGH
(2 January 1939 - 19 May 2020)

ASHVINI AGRAWAL

The passing away of Professor Jai
Prakash Singh on 19t May 2020 has been
an irreparable loss to the field of
Indological studies. An erudite scholar
with a strong grasp on all branches of
ancient Indian history, culture, and
archaeology, Prof. Singh was an
excellent teacher and researcher. Born on
2nd January 1939 in a small village
named Chiranpatti in the Sultanpur
District of Uttar Pradesh he inherited the
love for learning from his father Basu
Deo Singh alias Trilochan Shastri. After
his early education, he joined the
Department of Ancient Indian History,
Culture, and Archaeology at Banaras
Hindu University for his
degree, which he completed in 1958 in
the first class standing first in order of
merit in the University and was awarded

Master's

the prestigious Rai Bahadur Daya Ram
Sahni medal.

The very next year, in 1959 he joined
the faculty of his alma mater and taught
various papers ranging from political
history to the spread of Indian culture
abroad or better known as Greater India
to numismatics to Indian polity. With a

strong hold on the sources and fresh
interpretations, his lectures were keenly
followed by his inquisitive pupils. Along
with his teaching assignments, he
continued to delve deep into the
research work and working under the
supervision of the late Professor A. K.
Narain was awarded the Degree of
Doctor of Philosophy in 1974. Elevated
to the post of Associate Professor in 1977
at BHU, where he worked up to 1985 he
guided several research scholars in their
master's and doctoral research.

In 1985 he was offered the position
of Professor at the North-Eastern Hill
University, Shillong in Meghalaya,
which he accepted to become Head of
the Department in 1986 itself. While in
NEHU, he acted as Dean, the School of
Social Sciences from 1997 to 2000 and
also the Honorary Director of the North-
Easter Regional Centre of the Indian
Council of Social Science Research, New
Delhi; and also Honorary Director, Pre-
Examination Training Centre, Govt. of
Meghalaya & NEHU during the same
period. He was also a member of the
Executive Council of NEHU for three
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years till 2000. After his superannuation
in 2002, he returned to settle in Varanasi.
Meanwhile, his children had migrated
and settled in the U.S.A. and he often
visited them while continuing his
academic work in Kashi. It was during
his stay in the U. S. that the end came on
the 19t of May 2020.

Besides the professional positions
that Professor Jai Prakash Singh held
during his lifetime, he was continuously
engaged in his academic work of
research and publication besides holding
the office of academic organizations like
Society  of

Varanasi. He rose to be the Chairman of

the Numismatic India,
the Numismatic Society of India, a
position he occupied till 2010, and also
served as the Editor and later Chief-
Editor of its journal. He not only
participated in numerous national and
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international seminars and conferences
but also presided over several of them.
He published nearly two hundred
research papers in various journals of
repute in India and abroad and edited
twenty books
independently or jointly with other
scholars. Of the several books authored
by him, Early Aspects of Jainism and
History and Coinage of Skandagupta
Kramaditya may be mentioned. While in
Shillong, he  authored  Monetary
Development  in  Early = Assam and
Introduction to the Early History of the
Manikyas of Tripura highlighting the
historical aspects of the Northeast.
Professor Jai Prakash Singh has left

about either

behind a strong academic legacy for
which he shall be remembered for a long
time to come.



Book Review

HINDU KUSH TO SALT RANGE, MAURYAN,

INDO-GREEK AND INDO-SCYTHIAN COIN HOARDS
OSMUND BOPEARICHCHI AND SUSMITA BASU MAJUMDAR

REHAN AHAMAD

The present work has been printed
paper with good-quality
illustrations of more than 680 coins. The
front of the cover jacket bears the line
drawing of the king on horseback
holding the spear taken from the coins of
Indo- Scythian rulers. The authors of the
introduction to the

on art

book need no

students of Indian Numismatics.
Osmund Bopearichchi is the Adjunct
Professor of Central and South Asian
Art, Archaeology, and Numismatics, at
the University of Berkley, California.
Susmita Basu Majumdar is a Professor in
the Department of Ancient Indian
History and Culture at, University of
Calcutta. Both authors are well known
for their contributions in the form of
books and many papers on numismatics.

The present book is based on the
four unpublished coin hoards found
from the territory of Hindu Kush to the
Salt range as its title reflects. This book is
divided into seven chapters, the first
chapter starts with the General
Introduction by Osmund Bopearachchi.

The Second chapter by Susmita Basu

Majumdar has entitled 'Introduction of
Punch marked coins in the Barikot
Hoard'. The remaining five chapters
written by Bopearachchi are Indo-Greek
Coins in the Barikot Hoard, Charsadda
Hoard, Mingora Hoard, Amb Sharif
Hoard, and Some Observations on Die
Cutting Techniques based on Eucratides
I's Coins. The book is appended with a
rich bibliography. The coins of the
Barikot hoard which
punch-marked coins and Indo-Greek

contain both

issues have been dealt with care and
every aspect of the hoard has been
studied with minute details. The hoard
has been divided into two separate
segments and punch-marked coins of
this hoard have been catalogued and
analysed by the second author whereas
the first author of this book dealt with
the Indo-Greek coins.

The book brings forth three other
new hoards of Indo-Greek and Indo-
Scythian coins besides the previously
mentioned  Barikot  hoard.  The
introductory chapter starts with the
importance of coins in the reconstruction
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of Greek history and mentioned that
forty-five Greek kings are known who
ruled in Bactria and India, although the
written classical sources mention only
the name of eight Greek rulers. The
author mentions some coin hoards
which were found in Pakistan and
Afghanistan between the Hindu Kush
and the Salt Range. Palai Sherkhani
hoard of Indo-Scythian is one of them,
known from the lower Dir district in
Malakand Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province in Pakistan. The

Division of

hoard contains about 200 debased coins
of Azes II which are still unpublished.
The author has given a photograph of
the above-mentioned coin  hoard
showing the corroded condition of coins
with a deep green patina. Bopearachchi
also mentions an uncleaned hoard
composed of coins in the name of Soter
Megas probably found in the Begram
area, as per the author's observation the
hoard may
approximately 300 copper
Sometimes reporting such types of coin
hoards also provides valuable clues and
ideas to students of numismatics.

The second chapter authored by
Basu Majumdar provides a detailed
study of punch-marked coins of the

have contained

coins.

Barikot hoard. The hoard was found in
2002 in the area of Barikot located in the
middle course of the Swat River in the
Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Province of
Pakistan. This hoard contains 214
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Imperial Punch Marked coins along with
231 Indo-Greek coins. The author
classified the punch-marked coins of this
hoard based on Gupta and Hardaker's
classification in which they classified the
coins into seven series (1985). Recently,
Hardaker added two more series to this
classification, Series 0, added before
Series I and Series VIII succeeds Series
VII (2014).

It is generally recognized by the
numismatist that Series I coins were
issued by the Magadhan imperial power
when they were expanding the empire
by conquering and annexing the
neighbouring [janapadas (states). So,
circulation of the coins of this series was
restricted to its adjacent areas and is
generally found in Magadha and nearby
territories. However, there are two
coins in this hoard noticed by the author,
which indicate that they originally
belong to Series I and were revalidated
or restruck and overstruck again by the
latter series and were allowed to remain
in circulation. The author refutes the
inclusion of Series 0 and VIII to the
category of Imperial Punch Marked
coins as according to her Series 0 was
pre-Imperial
regional even as per Hardaker and if so

and Series VIII was

it cannot be designated as Imperial
Magadhan or Mauryan.

As per the author's explanation, this
hoard contains imperial punch-marked
coins of all the series, if we consider the
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old obverses and the fresh strikes rather
than overstrikes then this hoard is
indeed unique. The author rightly uses
the term 'revalidated' for restruck and
counter-struck coins and considers this
as a mark of revalidation. It is interesting
to note that she considers Series II as the
most stable series in a whole lot of
Imperial Punch Marked coinage. The
author also discussed the occurrence of
the sixth symbol on a coin (coin no. 131)
which comes under the classification of
Gupta & Hardaker 574 as per five
symbols combination, but she neither
provides a line drawing nor an enlarged
photo which may help us to understand
the sixth symbol. Such a detailed work
could have included this to make it more
precise.

The author detailed
documentation of the size, weight, and
description of the obverse and reverse of
all punch-marked with
illustrations that will be of great help to
other researchers in the future. An
extremely valuable addition to this

provides

coins

segment is the inclusion of seven other
coin hoards which have a combination of
punch-marked coins and Indo-Greek

coins, viz. Tchaman-Hazuri Hoard,
Bhirmound  (Taxila) hoard no.l,
Bhirmound (Taxila) hoard no.2, Ai
Khanum  Hoard, Kargara Hoard

(Punjab), Thatta Hoard (District Attock,
Punjab), and Bairat Hoard (District
Jaipur, Rajasthan).

The third chapter is a continuation
of the previous
Bopearachchi discusses the other half of
the Barikot hoard i.e. the 231 bilingual
coins of Indo-Greek kings who ruled in
the territories south of the Hindu Kush
range. The hoard contains the coins of
eight Apollodotos 1,
Antimachos II Nikephoros, Menander I
Zoilos 1,
Philoxenos and Nicias. All the coins bear
inscriptions in Greek and Kharosti
scripts. The author catalogued every coin
with its details, and also classified it
according to its type which is based on
legend and monogram arrangements.

In chapter four Bopearachchi
discusses another new coin hoard i.e. the
Charsadda hoard. The author did not
mention the find spot of this hoard and
is also unable to say how many coins
there were in the hoard. However, he
published thirty-five coins of this hoard
in the book in chronological order and
catalogued them according to their types
without their weight and size because

chapter  here

kings  viz.

Soter, Lysias, Antialcidas,

details were not available to him. The
hoard contains the coins of Indo-Greek
kings; Menander I Soter, Agathocleia,
and Strato I (conjoined diademed busts
of Strato I and queen Agathocleaia),
Strato I, Philoxenos, Diomedes,
Hermaios

and Calliope (conjoined

diademed busts of Hermaios and
Calliope). The author also noticed a few

rare coins in this hoard.
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The fifth chapter is about Mingora
Hoard containing fifteen silver coins of
Indo-Scythian king Azes I which bear
the depiction of the king on horseback
holding the spear on the obverse. On six
coins there are depictions of Zeus and on
nine Athena Alkidemos on the reverse.
The author has catalogued all the coins
without measurements and weights.

The sixth chapter provides the
study of 185 coins from the Amb Sharif
hoard found in 2004. According to
Bopearachchi, the original hoard may
have contained more than one thousand
silver drachms of later Indo- Greek
rulers, viz. Apollodotos II, Dionysios,
Zoilos 1II, Apollophanes, Strato II, Strato
II; Indo-Scythian Kings: Azilises and
Azes and satraps i.e.
Bhadryasha and Rajuvula. However, this

local Indian

part of the hoard contains 3 coins of
Apollodotos 11, 177 coins of Zoilos II, and
5 coins of Strato II. The weights of all 185
coins have been documented here.

In the last chapter, the author
presents very interesting observations
regarding die-cutting techniques based
on Eucratides I's coins. He suggests the
possibility of two different engravers
who would have engaged in the process
of engraving the dies of these coins.

Vol. LXXXII, 1 & 11

According to Bopearachchi, one die
cutter was in charge of engraving the
motifs and the other was in charge of
engraving the legend. This observation is
based on the size of the alphabet,
generally, the initial alphabets appear
larger or bigger than the ones which
follow. The engraver in due process of
engraving realized that he
accommodate the full legend on the die
due to insufficient space and hence
squeezed the rest of the letters to
accommodate the
Hence the coins lack uniformity in the

cannot

complete legend.
size of the letters. However, this is a
hypothesis that may or may not be true.
book s

worth

The printing of the
superlative
possessing not only by the students of
History and

and makes it
Ancient Indian
Numismatics but also by coin collectors.
The jacket design is
recommend the book to all libraries and
to all
particularly those who are working on

excellent. 1

students of numismatics
Punch marked and Indo-Greek coins.
This book is indeed a welcome addition
to the world of Indian Numismatics and
has set the right example for future
researchers on how to publish hoard or
hoards with a holistic approach.

Osmund Bopearichchi and Susmita Basu Majumdar, From Hindu Kush to Salt
Range, Mauryan, Indo-Greek and Indo-Scythian Coin Hoards, pp.VIII 98,
Illustrations 680+37plates, Price 2000/- Published by Sakti Halder the ink: beyond
imagination North 24 Pargana 2020, ISBN: 978-81-948294-0-9.
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Abstract:

The New Education Policy 2020 is the third charter since 1968
envisioned for organized educational reforms in India. Itisa policy
initiative which tries to design a road map for future progress of the
country in all sectors of quality development. The salient features
of this policy ar¢ attractive enough to engage attention from all
segments of the society and has responsibly incorporated maximum
possible viewpoints at the drafting and implementation levels. The
policy thus prepared proposes a neW model of schooling as 543+3+4
structure and at higher education level it dissolves boundaries of
pre-perceived subject combination to promote multi-disciplinary credit
earning for holistic and readied learning. There are various other
measures which will facilitate research and innovation apart from
implementing effective provisions for inclusive education. Looking
at the emphasis at holistic approach that NEP 2020 lays, one is
drawn towards the idealism that has inspired its making. The
fundamentals of the policy no doubt is a reiteration of what Indian
education system has long been stood for. It combines future and
contemporary needs with traditional system of learning and devices
a new age draft of sustainable knowledge culture. Somewhere in the
deep it incorporates non-violent attempts as seen in decision-making,
dissolution of undesired separators and offering equity. It also
supports the notion of self- realization through right knowledge
accumulation for earning final goal of life. At this point a close
proximity of the policy with Jaina philosophical approach is explicit.
The present paper tries 10 find out and highlight ideological
similarities between the New Education Policy 2020 and Jaina
Education System as promoted in Jaina monasteries based on its



e

of Jaing j

ﬁoh?g::) 1deal§ of knowledge byt also situate Ngp

v:cati alanc_lng between tradition and modernity; spirj
onal training; Secularism and Dharma-infuse,ds i

Keywords: educatio,

SE TR nal reforms, holistic
realization, Vocation, approach,

e inclusivj 3
al training, fina] goal of life ty, self:

. mmunities. He said that “free
compulsory primary education could be given to every child if

e oy s Pl i
vy Ry productive craft ... ‘Purposefy]
:l(l)cial progress.” HOlI; pr:p];SsZT tf(()) i a_SUPPOI‘t. Sy§tcm %

y r developing an indigenous
educa.tlon System emphasized upon ‘enhancing the productive
capacities of village children under such a plan’ without throwing
them into competition with fully mechanized industrial intervention,
This is especially important in present context because it illuminates
the intention of current education policy as well where it tries to
bring International standards within the capacity of indigenous
schemes. Enormous focus has been put on holistic education
provisioned through developing an infrastructure which is self-
relying as well as helpful in enabling students realize their personal,
professional and cultural growth, as an obvious outcome of the first

two.

What Gandhiji’s vision for India was is what Indian education has
for long been stood for. It is no hidden fact that Gandhiji was
impressed with Jaina philosophy and applied it to his social and
political movements. His personal belief system was in most ways
influenced by the simplistic and disciplined Jaina princ.iples. There
is every possibility that Gandhiji incorporated nf)n-vwlfance and
integrity of Jaina ideology to his draft of education policy as an

essential influence of his beliefs.
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flexibility of thoughts and disciplining one’s .own syste‘m, bot
internal and external, through observing canonical teachings was
thus a tool devised in the form of Education. Therefore one c_a.r‘mot
deny that any education system, whether or not accepting religious
urges, works hand in hand with State policies and in doing so tends
to practice absorption of multiplicity of thoughts and faith in order
to receive public mandate. But how this general application of the
notion of Ahimsa can be applied to the specific case of NEP and
influence of Jaina principles on it is a matter of investigation. No
such work has been done previously and hence this paper is proposed.

Methodology: The study has grown from understanding the
objectives of NEP 2020 to finding its sensibility into deeper digs of
ancient Indian Education System. The similarities between NEP
2020 and Jaina ideals have been tried to figure-out which includes-

1. Non-violent approach or Ahirnsa

2. Developing self-reliant life Scheme

3. Regularly evaluating what has been learnt (in life)

4. Ensuring quality and integrity (denoted as Sankalpa)

5. Creating knowledge bank and promoting Svadhyaya
6. Individualistic approach
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individuals enhance their latent interests.

schools imparted life-

In India, during the earliest culture known from textual records,
Vedic system of education prevailed. It was time for evolution and
acculturation of systems so the maximum emphasis was on
facilitating labour distribution for smooth functioning of the society.
Initially, education served the chief purpose of preparing different
castes of people for their livelihood-earning, although personality
development was always considered equally important which
included inculcation of qualities like self-confidence, self-respect,
discrimination & judgement and appropriate social behaviour.

6" Century BCE marked an important de‘velopmcnt in educattiorsn
sector in the form of emergence of n'lonastlc cc?nters. The;sle cer;V ?trh
were responsible for spreading teachl.ngs of their mast;r§ r(:;gg iy
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strongly believed in emancipation of sufferings of all kinds, u.sd
step towards which was to earn better livelihood to be able to avol

sufferings of hunger and disrespect.
Education held a very important place in Jaina religious system.
Teachings of twenty four masters and others in the hierarchy were
compiled in books and saved in libraries to be accessed by those
who wanted to indulge into serious sectarian deliberations. The whole
exercise aimed at liberating individual soul through attainment of
right knowledge. According to Jaina system liberation is realized in
parts. First and lower level is Jivana-Mukti and upper level is
Dravya-Mukti. Education, as per Jaina principles, should ensure
definite submission to this path of gradual progress to liberation.
The notion of liberation was individualistic yet dependent upon factors
controllable through social surroundings. For this, it was believed
that tbe education pattern should stress upon social, economic,
Z‘C’tcijtilg;al;;t::: :nng ;na(:;zlﬂn sciences, all a? the same time. Group
adjustme;lt and coordinatio gS'X'ere e S S
self-control and sense of bt ull)m © group. It also encouraged
Experimny D ;CSPO{ISI ility tmf/a:ds the community.
e g-by-doing were prioritized as socializing
- ry was a sought after skill which was practiced
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Education and Religion: Reiterating Indian Perspective

L f'i (fountry of spiritualism and this notion stands inseparable
f-ro.m religious believes in so far as religion stands for righteous
Living. All the three main religions of India, i.c. Hinduism, Jainism
and Buddhism have focused on the practical aspects of religion rather
than sheer faith. Gandhiji was also of the view that, “religion which
takes no account of practical affairs and does not help to solve them,

is no religion” (Gandhi, 1955. 1-9). This way, life of an Indian was
essentially religious. Education was no exception to this and was
guided by religious principles hugely. One can observe hence, why
Brahmanism, Buddhism and Jainism contributed most in shaping
the education ideals in India. Secularism, although elaborated
separately in modern policy contexts, was not needed or considered
important while introducing objectives of ancient education system
because the system was fundamentally religious. The ancient Hindu
society functioned as an organic unit composed of variety of people,
races and language groups which were shelved bcautifull.y
harmonizing with religious and racial qualifica!:ions. This
functionality was given prime weightage by administration and law‘;
makers in discussing a policy till recent past and hence the sz;
‘Secularism’ is not found in ancient scriptures and textual records,
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Z)i(;"erence of opinions, innovation, choice-making and multiplicity
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sion is the first of the 21 century and.beérs
responsibility to take India ahead of the world on both qual.ltatl\;el
and quantitative parameters. It imagines a world where _h%dla ¥
again contribute to make a sustainable and prosperous living w'1th
unfading inspiration of its original thinkers and great scholars like
Canakya, Nagarjuna and alike and in order to do so it has even
incorporated modifications to NPE 1986/92 and mandated universal
clementary education to every child. Defining the vision of the policy
it is stated that, “This National Education Policy envisions an
education system rooted in Indian ethos that contributes directly to
transforming India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equitable and
vibrant knowledge society, by providing high-quality education to
all, and thereby making India a global knowledge superpower. The
Policy envisages that the curriculum and pedagogy of our institutions
must develop among the students a deep sense of respect towards
b0 ous awareness of one’s roles and
responsibilities in a changing world.” Thy 7
gt 5 g - The statem.ent very clearly
contiaE ﬂr:lu; 11tradmonal Indian education system has
0 the deliberations :
superior emotions of Ahirisa aifit};zczew policy. There also, the
Opmnion have done most good.

The policy under discus

ptance for every possible
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Ahirhsa ang NEP 2020;

Important principle of Jaina ideology The

of the mind, t i
gt ol , the _humanlty of the heart, the integrity of the
ual.”(Radhakrishnan: 1929) Freedom s tonl ing ri i
s s not only making right choices
o g options .Ut achieving and exploring what s stored within, to allow the
5 ;Z;lt ﬁflffc;tlon come out. and manifest to enable humans attain salvation.
. g 9 e current .pohcy,.sense of freedom is greatly felt in aspects of
© 01ce—.makmg along with periodic cycles of self-observation for non-
contradictory results in realizing the scheme. NEP 2020 has tried to simplify
educational model for educators and learners so that it meets the challenges of
post-covid 19 scenario as well. Through outreach programs and a will to
transform the conventional methods of teaching it has incorporated major
changes in previously existing factory model of irrelevant education system
which was showing impairment in bringing out the best of the learner’s potential.
Integrity coated with flexibility is the key element in conceiving the idea of the
draft. Much of its debt to inherent feeling of non-violence can be rightly

hypothesized.
Developing Self-Reliant Life Scheme:

The amount of emphasis that Jainism pays on self-reliance in
terms of relying upon one’s own actions and earning one’s
livelihood by oneself is notable. It clearly mentions importance

of independent
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i —reliant
lead an independent and self-relian :
activity-centric. At every level Jainism recommends hard work. It

favours learning patterns which may enhance practical -kITow‘ledge,
experience and skill among the students. Vocational training 18 thus
part of fulfilment of educational objectives in Jaina System.

Following the ideal, The New Educational Policy 2020 redirects the
focus towards vocational training and creating jobs at individual
units. It proposes to impart vocational training from as early as 6
standard to make students acquainted with skill based learning. The
policy also plans to create ‘National Committee for the Integration
of Vocational Education’ (NCIVE) to spread awareness about job
opportunity in this area. The government realizes that till now we
h_ave not come out from conventional choice-making when there is
fue wheno et s e RS
Botin . - innov:t(i,;nfl:mty Wllll fzngage. it’s humax.x r.esource
experience and there will be mirnr‘ll::’ S m pubhc. and.adrmmstrative
sectors. Selfreliance in terms of o 'hmng  ouiohsin conjeniionel
earnin

livelihood i .
present scenario. = od is emergent in
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policl;.n;tlz r:S;eS?ment pattern is an important inclusion in the new
3 . ' phasizes that education system should be focused
carning 1instead of earning good marks onl 7
through conducting regular evaluations i T e o e
el g ev ua.tl(')ns in the place of summative
: year-end and giving learner a chance to improve
on its performance by offering ‘improvement exams.” Although the
provision already existed in universities, it is now extended to school
board exams also. Moreover, it is also planned to set-up a new
National Assessment Centre PARAKH (Performance Assessment,
Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development) which
will, as the term itself explains, try to make assessments a meaningful
device to improve learning and not merely scheduling ‘Exams for

the sake of Exams.

Ensuring Quality and Integrity: The whole emphasis of New
Education Policy- 2020 is on ensuring quality and integrity in o.ur
education system. But the issue seems new, emerged in p?st—Musm
rule, as traditional education system in India i.s necessarily a'quahty
initiative of its cultural framework. Education 'wa.s percewefdtsz
enhancement of personal qualities tl}rc.)ugh achlcv1'ngb bcs:e(;-lxing
virtues latent in every individual. Jaml’sm/deﬁnef_lt y g o
¢ Samyak’ to the three precious terms- DarSana, Jr.zan? :I;n e

irtue of Tri-ratna of Jaina ph;losophy applies il
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Creating Knowledge Bank and Promoting Svadhyaya:

Establishment of academic bank of credits to facilitate transfer of
credits is a useful and unique step of creating knowledge store for
Jearners. It provisions maximum flexibility in multidisciplinary learning
which is imperative for freedom of learning in the existing education
system. The New policy has made provision for holistic and
multidisciplinary education with multiple entry or exit options. It has
also planned for a multi-disciplinary up-gradation of stand-alone
technical, health-science or Agriculture and law universities. Itis notable
that a successful education must not fail in promoting a habit to self-
learning among students which is done only if there is ample amount
of freedom at the levels of deciding a stream and mixing it with other
options irrespective of however contradictory they may seem to
conventional set-up. It is also needed that the curriculum is desiened
as to .accommodate more empirical work because lcamjng b
experience is a learning that can stay for life time. ot

;1:1; J am;; Education system applied these two important dimensi
eir educational objectives very ear ir curri min g
i ry early. Their curriculum i
a variety of subjects from socj 1 oF bt
' ocial sciences to i
o ; natural s
L ;onal education apart from fixed canonical trainin CI;ntucesnto
mo m -
ve freely among these. They relied huiely R
upon






