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where the complexities of society unfold before your eyes.
S Our magazine is a gateway to understanding the intricacies
s - of human interaction, culture, and societal structures.

' Through insightful articles, in-depth analyses, and thought-

provoking discussions, we derive into the very fabric of our
world. Join us on a journey of discovery as we explore the

intersections of sociology with culture, knowledge and the

forces shaping our lives.

With enormous contribution for the exploration in the
social landscape by the students of sociology of VASANT
KANYA MAHAVIDYALAYA where innovation meets tradition,
and academic excellence thrives. Nestled in kamachcha,
Varanasi. Our esteemed institution has been a beacon of
learning since 1954 ;admitted to the privileges of the
Banaras Hindu University

Our association was endowed with a name by our due HOD
Dr.Kalpana Anand and it started to be known as Kasturi.
Kasturi finds it's roots in Sanskrit and literally means
"fragrance"

Kasturi whispers of mystic lands, w} =
Where beauty and grace forever stand. -

In its essence, a timeless plea, .

For harmony and tranquility.

KASTURI ,offers something for everyofife. Come, §
dive into the de { society with U8, _ enmiiil
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It gives us immense pleasure to present you the second
edition of our magazine of Department of Sociology, Vasant
Kanya Mahavidyalaya, “@&&l - Fragrance of Knowledge”, we
would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all those who have
made this possible.

First of all we want to thank the almighty God for giving
us the strength and courage to complete this E-magazine
successfully. We express our deep appreciation to our
manager Smt. Uma Bhattacharyya for providing us with
valuable insights and motivation. We would like to thank our
respected principal, Vasant Kanya Mahavidyalaya Prof.
Rachna Srivastava. We are grateful for her continuous support
in promoting and encouraging our creative Endeavour. It is a
matter of great pride for us to have the opportunity to
showcase our creative and talents through this platform.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the editorial team for
their insights, creative inputs, and tireless efforts in reviewing,
editing and finalizing the content. We also convey our
appreciation to our faculty members of Department of
Sociology (VKM), Dr. Kalpana Anand (HOD), Dr. Akhilesh Kr.
Rai, Dr. Anuradha Bapuly and Dr. Simran Seth, who have
provided the students with the opportunity to showcase their
creativity and develop their writing skills through this E-
magazine.

We are grateful to the students of Department of
Sociology (VKM), who have contributed their articles, poetry,
paintings, book review and thinker’s perspective to make thjgf

E-magazine a vibrant and dynamic in ev sense. Their
enthusiasm and passion foRwritihg have been al i




Ve would also like to acknowledge the support and
encouragement of the college administration, which has
provided the necessary infrastructure and resource for the
successful completion of this magazine.

Last but not the least, we thank our readers, who have
shown their interest and appreciation for our endeavors and
we hope that this E-magazine will continue to be a source of
inspiration and knowledge to all.

%




Principal's
message

Dear Student,

“Life is as good as your mindset.” Our
perspective in life absolutely determines
our reality. A glass half full or half empty
is how you perceive. You can choose to
view life as a course of problems to
overcome, challenges, and experiences
to learn from.

In these times of complex changes,
sociology provides frameworks and tools
to analyse how human actions and
beliefs interact with larger social
structures and provide models for
envisioning and enacting positive
change.

Kasturi brings together leaders and
innovators to explore the alarming
challenges occurring in our social
environment and to  showcase
transformative research initiatives that
shape our world.

Best wishes to the entire team of Kasturi,
including teachers, core members, and
all the contributors for their ventures.

-Prof. Rachna

Srivagtava



Manager's
message

| strongly feel that education is a blend of
excellence and creativity. | am extremely
delighted and would like to extend my
heartfelt appreciation to the Department
of Sociology, especially to our motivating
and inspiring faculties and fabulous
students, for spreading the essence of
knowledge in the society in various
forms. | feel extremely glad for the
initiative, "Kasturi: The Fragrance of
Knowledge", a magazine published by
the Department of sociology under the
ocean shell reflecting on various
contemporary social issues. | wish all the
very best to all the contributors of
Kasturi including the mentors, editorial
committe, and all the participants for
their present and future endeavours.

- Smt. Uma
Bhattacharya



Mentor's
message

Dear Students and Faculty

It is with great pride and enthusiasm that | welcome you
to the 2nd edition of “KASTURI: THE FRAGRANCE OF
KNOWLEDGE” an essential and encouraging step taken
by the DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY and OCEAN SHELL
(A SOCIO-CULTURAL ACADEMIC FORAM of DEPT. of
SOCIOLOGY). This magazine serves as a testament to the
growth of our social environment, capturing its ethos
and unfolding the imagination and aspirations of the
social world.

| convey my heartfelt gratitude to our dedicated faculty,
core members, and supporting team for their invaluable
contributions in making this edition a reality. Your hard
work, passion, and commitment are the driving forces
behind our department's success.

Kasturi not only showcases the innovative projects and
collaborative initiatives of our students and faculty but
also highlights the incredible achievements and
groundbreaking research that define our community.
From pioneering studies in sociology to our active
involvement in society, we have much to celebrate.

As we look ahead, | am excited about the opportunities
that lie before us. We will continue to foster an
environment of excellence, inclusivity, and curiosity,
encouraging our students to push the boundaries of
knowledge and our faculty to pursue innovative teaching
and research.

Thank you for your continued commitment and
dedication to our department. Together, we will continue
to achieve great things.

Warm regards,

DR KALPANA ANAND
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
VASANT KANYA MAHAVIDYALAYA
KAMACHHA VARANASI(
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CHILDREN NEED LOVE AND CARE,
CHILD LABOUR IS NOT FAIR.

Child Labour is one of the social issue which requires the
immediate attention of the authorities. Here | want to share
my personal views about this issue and how we can eradicate
it.

Child labour is the practice of engaging children in economic
activity on a part-time or full-time basis. As per the report the
world's most destitute and impoverished countries comprise
about 25% of children as child labourers. The leading cause of
child labour in India are social inequality, lack of education
and poverty.

Every child is considered as a gift of God. They must be
nurtured with care and affection with the family and society
but due to various socio-economic problems children are
forced to work in industries, hotels and self service
restaurants.

This practice is common in India
despite of so many governmental
laws regarding this. Like , ARTICLE
23 in which any type of forced
labour is prohibited. ARTICLE 24
(Child under 14 years cannot be
employed) and ARTICLE 39, Child
Labour Act , Child labour Amendm-
ent Act and many more.

STOP
CHILD
LABOUR 3

Despite all these laws people are
engaged in these evil practices.
So itis not only the responsibility of the government but also




the responsibility of society and social organisation to
address this issue for finding a permanent solution.

Children should get appropriate chance to grow and develop
inside the contended surroundings of school and family.

"Children are the asset of Nation. When they Fails the country
fails too".

Parul Dwivedi

B.A. 3rd/yejJ




MISGUIDED MUSINGS: SO
WHAT IS CULTURE, EXACTLY?

Culture is the widening of the mind and of the spirit."
- Jawaharlal Nehru

According to sociologists, culture consists of the values,
beliefs, systems of language, communication, and practices
that people share in common and that can be used to define
them as a collective Culture is important to sociologists
because it plays a significant and important role in the
production of social order, refers to the stability of society
based on the collective agreement to rules and norms that
allow us to cooperate, function as a society, and live collective
life,it provides individuals with a sense of identity and
belongingAnd connects people to their roots, helping them
understand their heritage and where they come from.

India is a country known for its rich cultural heritage and
diverse traditions that have been passed down through
generations. However, in recent years, there has been a
noticeable decline In the importance placed on these cultural
practices and traditions. This erosion can be attributed to a
variety of factors, including globalization, urbanization,and
political misinterpretation.

With the rapid spread of Western culture and values
through the internet, television, and social media, younger
generations are increasingly exposed to different customs and
lifestyles that are often at odds with traditional Indian
practices. As a result, many young people are more inclined to
adopt Western ways of living, leading to a dilution of their
cultural identity.

Homogenization of urban spaces has led to the erosion
of regional diversity and the blending of distinct cultural
practices. Lack of universalisation of little tradition.




Politicians have also invariably clubbed culture with another
portfolio. The favourite combination (as now) is to hyphenate it
with tourism and sense of communalism .instead of promoting
equally,justice they use culture as their vote bank..

They built number of religious structure like ram mandir
,mosques , supporting individual culture in name of promoting
culture but it became divisive rather integrative trend of
understanding others culture as inferior In lieu of own culture
as superior,riots is prevailing in society.This division aspect
don't lead the development of society as a whole. Every culture
should unite to work for society only then it will be helpful to
eliminate social issues like marginalisation of social group,
inclusive groups ,uneven distribution of resources, uneven
development, crime unemployment, inequality, poverty and
many others.

Culture should be
functional in society
. Like , construction \
of free library for "
students in all the

temples, animal
serving home
should be there,
employment

opportunity for

women like can
make incense stick
out of waste
flowers, workshop

on mental awareness,selfaware.self development and
psychological awareness, need for social integration, regular
meeting at small level so that social issues can solve at micro
level with the participation of all, there should be organisation
for beggars , specially abled where they got money and other




living facilities in turn of service provide by them according to
their capabilities not only by begging, aware people about
environment and activity like affortation. ( Neem with great
cultural as well as scientific significance)like this cultural
institutions should perform other welfare activities for the
integration,social peace ,solidarity. And development of society
and should promoting humanity instead of regionalism ,
communalism,religious hatred.

Alish kumari
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SOCIETY - UNDER THE LENS OF MARX

Have you ever thought about how are the policies made? who are going
to make them? how are they influence our lives and how are they run in
society? Let's try to understand the answers of these questions through
the lens of Karl Marx.

KARL MARX (1818-1883) is a German scholar who
wrote ‘The Communist Manifesto’, ‘The German
Ideology’, ‘Das Capital’, ‘Critique of Hegel's
Philosophy of Rights’, ‘The Poverty Of Philosophy’,
‘Economic and Philosophic manuscripts’ and many
more...

Karl Marx used the lens of
DIALECTICS to answer the
above questions, derived from
‘The Holy Books (1845)' of Hegel
in which he proposed the
concept of Dialectical idealism
which states that - |dea or
consciousness is the essence of

Thesis + Anti-thesis -
(partial truth) (partial truth)

Dialectism by Marx & Engels
possess four basic tenets.

1.Dialectical materialism
2.Historical materialism
3.Conflict theory

4. Theory of surplus value

the wuniverse and all social
institutions are the manifestations
of its changing forms which is a
consequence of a clash between
two opposite ideas, resulting in
synthesis of a new idea (which is
more closure to the truth).

+» Synthesis
(absolute truth)

Let's have a look over them.

Dialectical materialism states
that Matter is the essence of the
universe and all social institutions
are the manifestations of
changing material conditions
which is a result of inherent
tension with a purpose to achieve




New Thesis..........and so on

‘.

\
Synthesis

New Thesis.......Antithesis

.

Synthesis

Thesis......Antithesis

perfect material  conditions,
characterized by a rational mode
of production.

“It is not the consciousness of
men that determines their being
but, on the contrary, their social
being that determines their
consciousness.”

---- Karl Marx

In Historical materialism, he uses building - like metaphor to view the
structure of society whose base is known as Substructure and external -
build up as Superstructure, in which substructure determines

superstructure through Hegemony.

Structure of society

\

Substructure Superstructure

Mode of production + Legal structure
— Political structure
+» Religion
+» Morals
—+ Social practices
—* Literature
* Art & Culture
+» Others

Forces of production  Relations of production

—*Means of production * Social formation

(tools & equipments) *Contending classes

\
“—Labour power (human knowledge & skills)

It states that Forces of
production is not static due to
undergoing changes occur in
means of production with
respect to time and technology
which corresponds to the
development of labour power
as well. While the Relations of
production is determined by
Forces of production through
the pattern of ownership over
the means of production,
resulting in two contending
classes who possess
contradictory nature and
whenever material productive
forces of society come in
conflict with existing relations
of production, it leads to a
social revolution for the
emergence of new social class
and new social formation.
Hence, characteristic mode of
production is present in every

epoch.




Thesis «~—— Antithesis «—— Synthesis

Primtive «— Ageof «~—— Feudalism
communism slavery

Ageof  —— Feudalism «——— Capitalism
slavery

Marxian View of the Stages of Historical Development

Historical Prevailing Mode Caused by Social Contending

Epoch of Production Formation Classes

|Ancient|  Household-based Emergence of Slave-Owning Master and Slave

umes small-scale production private property Society

) Medieval | Large-scale agnculture- Rise of Feudal Lord and Serf

tumes based production Feudalism Society

f Modern Large-scale machine- Rise of Capitalist Capitalist and

| times based production Capitalism Society Worker

Future-| -do- Socialist Socialist Workers in power
Revolution Society and the former

capitahsts
Future-|| -do- Liquidation of Communist No contending

remnants of Society classes as it will be

Capitalism classless society

Conflict theory states that - With “The history of all hitherto
the development of forces of society is the history of class
production, one mode of struggles.”

production is replaped by another ———--Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels |
but class conflict reappears 7
under the new social formation.




Division of society

Haves Have-nots

(Owners of major
means of production)
their living)

) A
Dominant class

Tendency of U

suppression

(dependent on their
labour power to earn

Dependent class

urge to

= — CONFLICT - —

overthrow

Theory of Surplus value
states that - Out of four
factors of production, three
are sterile due to their
demand of investment for
multiplicities. land, capital
and organization and labour
is only a sole creator of
value. Hence, the price of a
commodity in a production
market is determined by the
labour employed in it.

Surplus value is pocketed by
the capitalist and invested on
sterile factors of production
which leads to the
exploitation of workers under
capitalism.

Market price - Labour wage = Surplus value

So, Guys! after knowing the
dialectical lens of Marx, let us
know how much is it relevant and
how is it answers our questions.

Under Marxism, Dialectical
materialism represents its
philosophical basis while
Historical materialism represents
its scientific basis along with
Conflict theory, trying to provide
its sociological explanation and
Theory of surplus value explains
its economic orientation.

As each epoch except ancient
ones, bears two contending
classes, having conflict, for ex.
Bourgeoisie (haves) & Proletariat
(have-nots) in capitalist society

indicates that Polarisation of
classes exist from past times.

Marxian Notion of Praxis refers
as a free conscious activity
through which alienation is
eliminated i.e. Transformation of
alienative labour into non-
alienative and creative self-
activity which will be viewed in
terms of social revolution.

As per the views of ANTONIO
GRAMSCI, an Italian scholar,
Hegemony refers to the ability of
ruling classes to create a web of
beliefs and institutional as well as
social relations which are
projected as acceptable to all
parts of society. It is a




characteristic clearly visible in
capitalist society where family,
school, church and other groups
play an important role to develop
consensual - consensus which
keeps the system going and

HOW MUCH IS IT TRUE?

Although it is relevant

in contemporary
societies but it has been
criticized by various scholars
including Max Weber on the
grounds of his own social
stratification which rejects the
concept of polarization of classes
and approves multiple classes in

a single society based on social,
economic and political aspects.
Also, he emphasizes that it is not
mandatory that revolution is only
a single and last form of
discontentment, other forms may

include  strikes, grumbling,
sabotage etc. His Plurality of
causes describes single
phenomenon in terms of various
causes but Marxian lens
considers Economy as a single

force is only used when consent
fails to work. This tries to explain
the system from policy making to
social  unrest, based on
dialectism of Marx.

factor for his analysis. The
Concept of Value Neutrality by
Weber gives importance to
value-oriented research and
analysis, which must not be
value-judgmental but Marxian
Praxis relates Empirical
sociology with Political
commitment which provides it a
contradictory nature.

Also, Marxian historical
materialism is not true for every
society, especially the societies
facing colonialism in its past.

Last but not the least, Marxism
cannot be ignored but yes
definitely! every analysis lags
something for further research
and possesses place for new
opinions of youngsters

MRINALJIT
B.A. 3" year
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SCARS, SHE HAD

She stood infront of the mirror,
with all her scars unveiled,
She understood, she cant hide the scars
When it reached from her skin,
to the mind to the heart till the soul within.

She understood, she can't let the
scars stop her from giving herself
the love she always craved.
The moment her eyes met her's in the mirror
She resisted from holding the
conversation of her to her's for a second.

She saw herself with all her insecurities,
She saw herself without the visage
she wore for this inhumane place.

She looked at the scars on her body,
but the bruises she had on her mind,
her heart which reached her soul,
were deeper than it was on her skin.

They gave her deeper bruises everytime
she unfolded the scars infront of someone else.
She unfolded them once again for the love
she saw in the mirror for herself.

She tried to collect the broken pieces and
Stitch them all together once again.
It'll give one more scar, she knew
but now she understood she has to
Embrace it with some love,

Some care and some pain.

Hradayanshi
B.A. 3rd year
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Preface

For too long, ‘Independent India’ has
not allowed to the followers of its
indigenous Bhartiya faith systems the
Hindus the Right to hold grievances,
much less air them. After all we are
told, Hindus are in majority, So what
possible grievances could we have?
Despite the bloody partition of
oursacred geography -Bharat on
avowedly religious lines in 1947,Hindus
are told that being in majority is sin
enough ,which requires constant and
unequivocal expressions of contrition
in every sphere to reassure some
minorities of think safety and dignity.
This re assurance, as Dr.Anand
Ranganath rightly points out in the
book, takes two forms :

the positive, through political appeasement of minorities and the negative,

through legal yet unconstitutional discrimination of Hindus. As Anand bluntly
observes in the book, while political appeasementcontinues unabated even
under the current dispensation, it is the entrenched discrimination against
Hindus, through the instrumentality of the law, that causes greater and long-
term harm tothe survival of Hindus. Accordingly, in this book, as a cultural
Hindu, Anand has pressed into service his scientific bent of mind and
formidable powers of analysis to identify eight illustration of discrimination
against Hindus in a Hindu-majority country, discrimination that continues under
as upposedly pro-Hindu dispensation.

AboutTheBook

The name of this book is - “Hindus in Hindu Rashtra: Eight Class citizensand
victims of state- sanction apartheid written by Anand Ranganathan. "This book
plays a very important role in unmasking the shadows. In the labyrinth of socio-
political Complexities, this book buekans readers to delve into a profound
exploration. Authored by the keen observer Dr. Anand Ranganathan, the book
scrutinizes the plight of Hindus in India, shedding light on discriminatory
practices hidden under the guise of secularism.



About The Author

Anand Ranganathan is a scientist and an author. He has written three books,
allnovels: The land of the Wilted Rose, For live and Honour and The Rat Eater,
Sauffle. His forth coming book is an India's forgotten scientists. Hindus in Hindu
Rashtra is his first non-fiction book. He is currently employed as an Associate
professor in the special center for Molecular Medicine, Jawaharlal Nehru University
and is currently a consult in geditor and columnist for Swarajya.

Summarisation

In a world saturated with narratives ,“Hindus in Hindu Rashtra” stands as a
beacon , illuminating the shadows that shroud the experiences of Hindus in
contemporary India . Authored by the discerning Dr.Anand Ranganathan, this
book serves as a mirror reflecting the challenges faced by Hindus urging readers
to question, reflect and act . Through the various chapters of the book,it
uncovers the distinct layers of the intricate tapestry meticulously woven by
Dr.Anand Ranganathan. This book uncovers hidden aspects of the Hindu
experience, shedding light on issues often overlooked or misrepresented. The
initial part of the book dissects the systematic control exerted by the
government over Hindu temples and their properties. From non-hindu board
members to encroachments and misappropriation of funds , the book unearths a
web of exploitation that leaves temples in financial disarray. A haunting tale also
gets unfold in this book, that is recounting the tragic exodus of Kashmiri Hindus in
the 90’s .The narrative exposes the apathy of politicians, media and intellectuals
who turned a blind eye to the genocide, leaving survivors in perpetual emotional
turmoil. Delving into the waqgf act, the book unravels the extraordinary powers
bestowed upon the waqf board. From claiming any property, including Mukesh
Ambani’s to becoming the third largest land owner in India, the acts implications
are staggering. The book also scrutinizes the discriminatory application of the
RTE act, exclusively burdening Hindu-owned institutions. The acts impact on
Hindu schools financial strains and the subtle promotion of religious beliefs
within the education framework are laid bare. A critical analysis of legislative bias
is presented highlighting cases like Bigamy, the child marriage act and grounds
for divorce. The book underscores how laws selectively target hindu practices
raising questions about the judiciary’s role. Examining the judiciary’s treatment of
Hindu rituals and traditions disturbing trend of biasness gets revealed. While
quick to intervene in Hindu matters,the judiciary remains conspicuously silent on
similar issues in other communities. The book confronts the glorification of
historical figures who inflicted harm on Hindus.



Critical Evaluation

The book “ Hindus in Hindu Rashtra” is an enlightening read for those who like
myself, hold an unfold sense of guilt for being one among the majority of the
country — The Hindus.

Reasons why this book is highly recommendable to read :-

® |t’s a concise and short read of about 135 pages .It acts as an extensive index
rather than a complete book on an biased landscape of Indian laws.

® |t's completely fact based .The author is never speculating or randomly opining
about anything throughout the book .

® Language is quite simple but can be difficult to follow due to its complexity.

% It’s not politically biased. It presents facts as outline in the constitution and
court rulings without showing bias towards a specific political party.

In my opinion this book is an ideal starting point for anyone seeking an impartial
factual and quick introduction to the subject

Sharmistha Kar
M.A. Previous



) PREFACE

2 ’ The book “Interrogating Caste
|nlcrrogat|ng Understanding hierarchy & difference
in Indian Society” by Dipankar Gupta

discusses the discrete nature of caste.
This book was choosen by the scholar
because it gives interesting insights

about the indian society as a whole
dwells duply into the hierarchy and
discrimination that follows caste
system in indian society.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dipankar Gupta was born on 11th oct in

the year 1946 , is an indian sociologist

dipankar and public intellectual. He was formally
gupm prof. In the centre for the study of the
social  system, Jawaharlal Nehru

University,. His current reeearch

includes rural-urban transformation, labobr}clgjvggsi'n the informal sector, modernity,
ethnicity , caste and stratification.

ABOUT THE BOOK

In this book caste system is conventionally being perceived by scholar as a
hierarchy based on the binary opposition of purity and pollution. Challenging
this position , leading sociologist Dipankar Gupta argues that any notion of fixed
hierarchy is arbitrary and valid only from the perspective of individual caste. The
idea of difference , and not hierarchy determines the tendency of each caste to
keep its discrete nature. This book was published by : Penguin Random House
India (first published by Penguin Books India 2000). The chapterisation of book
is as follows :

Chapter 1: Introduction : Why Interrogate Caste?

Chapter 2 : Social Stratification : Hierarchy and Difference
Chapter 3 : Continuous Hierarchies and Differences

Chapter 4 : Race and Caste : Divergent logics of Mobilization
Chapter 5: Brahman , Baniya, Raja

Chapter 6 : Caste and Politics : The Presumption of Numbers
Chapter 7 : Caste, Infrastructure and Superstructure



Chapter 8 : From Varna to Jati : A Historical Excursus
Chapter 9 : Imagination Against Typification : On De-Exoticizing the other

SUMMARISATION

In this book “Interrogating Caste : Understanding hierarchy & difference in Indian
Society - BY “DIPANKAR GUPTA”. Author tries to explain the different caste
system residing in the society. Dimension of caste , caste mobility , reason
behind stratification and hierarchy,To uplift the downtrodden class of society.
Different position on which hierarchy is made. Opened and closed system of
stratification. Author in this book, has also tried to point out the idea of Marx and
Weber in his work of caste system. Marx exphasised more on Bourgeosis and
Proletariat whereas Weber focused on class , status and party. Further , in the
book he wrote about various hierarchial order which prevailed in today’s era.
Different scholar’s viewed it differently , to name a few - Muller , Weber , Dumont
& etc. Later , part of the chapter deals with race and caste divergent logics of
Mobilization where author tries to explain the difference between ‘BLACKS’ and
‘WHITES’. The racial discrimination, untouchibility. The caste division was based
on occupation of the individual. Brahman , Baniya and Raja. The Kshatriya were
known to us by “Mechanics of Power” , Merchant class generally called Baniya
and non-brahman of maharashtra were “Adis”. States like : Maharashtra , Uttar
Pradesh , Bihar deals with several problems. Districts of rural places touch the
major concern bearers. 15 to 20 percent of population consists of brahman ,
rajputs , ahirs or kurmis. The concept of Arya and Dasa were discussed by the
author to explain the different varna system. Anthropologist like Tylor , Boas too
viewed on caste system. The primary concern was to demonstrate the
“Primitive” human beings shared with so called civilised people a common

mentalappratus.  CRITICAL EVALUATION

Many criticism leads to this book by different people. Firstly it is criticised on the
lengthy and complex words which is used by the author but the book is must
read for all the students of all the classes as it broadens and widens our
approach of seeing the world as a whole.

Many scholars believed that this form of social stratification was purely
functional and did not have any hierarchical connotations. Each of the varnas or
social classes or caste system was determined by birth and each was assigned a
particular hereditary occupation with no implication of superiority or inferiority.
The caste system was conventionally been perceived by scholars as a hierarchy
based on the binary opposition of purity and pollution. Equality is not prevalent
in the studies of Gupta.



The difference is not only made on region but also religion based too. As seen in
works of Dipankar the generalisation is done on the functional basis.

Lastly , | would highly suggest to read this book once, as it would definitely leave
a strong impact on any reader.

AnushkaYadav
M.A. Previous



PREFACE

| selected the book Staying Alive by

Vandana Shiva because it’'s a great

STAYI N G book about environmental issues and
the role of women in sustainable

A L ' v E development. The author argues that
the destruction of the environment is

TSN closely linked to the marginalisation

Sfolos of women, specifically rural

g\ \ communities. This book  also

PV resonates with me personally because

: it encourages readers to think

\/AN DANA SH'VA critically about their owr\ impact on
the environment.Her actions are not

only for activists but for everyone.
Overall, this book is empowering and

aligns with my own values and
interest in environmental

HER INTERNATIONALLY ACKNOWLEDGED LR
STUDY WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION sustainability.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Vandana Shiva is a world renowned environmental thinker and activist. She is a
leader in the International Forum on Globalisation (IFG). She won the Alternative
Nobel Prize (the Right Livelihood Award) in 1993 and Sydney Peace Prize in 2010.
She is the author of many books including Soil not oil, climate change, Peak Qil and
food Insecurity and so on. Her work is related to the anti-GMO movement,she is
frequently referred to as the ‘Gandhi of grains’. Some important works of Vandana
shiva are: Agriculture and genetic resources, biodiversity, ecology and gender,
world bank and WTO campaigns.

ABOUT THE BOOK

The book ‘Staying Alive’, women ecology and Survivalin India was written by
Vandana Shiva. This editionwas published in 2010 by women unlimited( an
associate of Kali for women)Consisting of 7 chapters in total and 224 pages.This
book deals with taking the three related concerns of development, ecology and
gender. This book argued that there was an intimate link between the degradation
of women and the degradation of nature in contemporary society. Both arise from
assumptions that guide maldevelopment, also known as economic development.
She explores the unique place of women in the environment, both as its savior and



as victims of ecological maldevelopment.t.

Name of the chapters:

CHAPTER 1: DEVELOPMENT,ECOLOGY AND WOMEN CHAPTER 2: SCIENCE,
NATURE,GENDER

CHAPTER 3: WOMEN IN NATURE CHAPTER 4: WOMEN IN THE FOREST
CHAPTER 5: WOMEN IN THE FOOD CHAIN

CHAPTER 6: WOMEN AND THE VANISHING WATERS

CHAPTER 7: TERRAMATER: RECLAIMING THE FEMININE PRINCIPLE

SUMMARY

In the beginning of the book the author questions what development really
means. She talked about the ‘nature vs culture’debate. She says
thatdevelopment  often  means  controlling  nature(feminism)  with
culture(masculine). This affects how people and nature interact. The author
believes that this type of development hurts the feminine side. It creates
inequality betweenmen and women. She thoughtthat this kind of development
doesn’t really help society. Instead,it’s like colonisation exploiting and excluding
women. She didn’t like how modern development was based on profit,
destroying nature in the process. In the second chapter, the author finds that
neutrality and universality of modern science was a myth. It was created by
patriarchal men to marginalise women and nature. They described modern
science and economic progress as violent and serving capitalist interests,
contrasting it with the non-violent feminine principle. She criticised modern
science for ignoring traditional knowledge and perpetuating patriarchal
domination. They highlighted the importance of the feminineprinciple of Prakriti
in various ecological movements. Chapter three highlights women’s vital role in
human survival. It emphasised their contribution to gathering andsustaining life.
It contrasts with men’s focus on tools for destruction and defence research.
Women in sustenance economies prioritise daily needs, preserving traditional
ecological knowledge. Patriarchal ideologies label nature and women as
unproductive, leading to the emergence of feminine principle. Chapter 4
explored women and tribal forests lifestyle. Act in 1878 and 1927 marginalised
them for profit-driven forestry. This led to an ecological movementled by
women. This chaptercontrasts life-enhancing and sustainability with profit
maximisation.Chapter 5 emphasised women’s crucial role in food gathering,
viewing the forest as a provider of sustenance and medicine. Patriarchal views
saw forest solely as a resource extraction zone. This chapter also highlights how
male-centric historyoverlooks women’s economic and scientific contributions.



Chapter 6 discussed the water crisis endangering all life forms. It attributes the
crisis to the reductionist approach in sciencefavouring high-yield crops needing
more water over local, environmentally suitable crops. The conclusion discussed
modern science’s role. It caused economic and ecological crises. The feminine
principle offered solutions. They were non-violent and inclusive. Third-world
women conserve traditional methods.Through ecological movements.

CRITICAL EVALUATION

‘Staying Alive’ byVandana Shiva offers a compelling critiqueof modern
development and globalisation, particularly focusing on their impact on the
environment, women, and traditional cultures. This book was very good and has
positive characteristics. This book effectively intertwines environmental issues
with gender inequality, utilising rich case studies from India to strengthen its
arguments and make them accessible to readers.The author emphasised the
empowerment of marginalised voices and underscores the interconnectedness of
global environmental challenges, inspiring readers to engage in activism for
sustainable practices. Overall, this book was very significant and informative.
However,the book also has some negative characteristics. It also faced criticism
for occasionally overlooking the challenges traditional communities faced in
adapting to modern changes, as well as for its dense language and limited
engagement with counter arguments and lack of practical solutions.

Barnasmita Das
M.A. Previous



PREFACE

EARTH Vandana Shiva is an environmental
DEMOCRACY thinker whose concepts revolves
around ecology, earth, natural
resources etc. | selected this book
as it deals with the natural and
economic aspect of the society, it
describes the relation how to study
the roots of environment and
ecology with relation to
globalization and economic system.
It gives a depth knowledge about
the concepts like the economic
system, globalisation, ecology and
all concepts dealing with natural
system.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Vandana Shiva, a world-renowned
environmental thinker, activist,
feminist, philosopher of science,
writer and science policy advocate,
is the founder of Navdanya Research Fouindation for Science, Technology and
Ecology (India) and President of Navdanya International. In 1982 she founded
the Research Foundation for Science, Technology and Ecology (RFSTE), an
independent research institute that addresses the most significant problems of
ecology of our times, and two years later, Navdanya (‘nine seeds’) the
movement in defense of biodiversity and small farmers.

ABOUT THE BOOK

Earth Democracy: Justice, Sustainability, and Peace" by VandanaShiva includes
equitable distribution of wealth and opportunities, protection of natural
resources, and policies that prioritize environmental and social justice. Through
"Earth Democracy," she offers a transformative framework for achieving global
peace, justice, and sustainability. The book advocates for a democratic and
inclusive approach to global challenges, emphasizing the need for collective
action to ensure a sustainable and just future for the planet and its inhabitants.
It is a compelling critique of globalization's harmful impacts on the environment,
local economies, and indigenous cultures.

Justice, Sustainability,

and Peace




She contends that the prevailing global economic model, driven by corporate
interests and unsustainable consumption, jeopardizes ecological health and social
equity. She introduces "Earth Democracy" as an alternative paradigm, advocating
for a world where communities and nature coexist harmoniously and sustainably.
She emphasizes the intrinsic connection between biodiversity and cultural
diversity, arguing that protecting local knowledge systems and ecological
practices is crucial for sustainable development. She highlights how grassroots
movements and local communities play a pivotal role in resisting corporate
exploitation and reclaiming control over their resources and livelihoods.

"Earth Democracy" by Vandana Shiva advocates for an alternative to the
destructive practices of global capitalism, emphasizing ecological sustainability,
social justice, and grassroots activism. Shiva critiques corporate globalization for
its negative impacts on biodiversity, local economies, and cultural diversity, and
she highlights the exploitation and marginalization it causes. The book proposes a
paradigm shift towards "Earth Democracy," where interconnectedness and
respect for all forms of life are paramount. Shiva calls for living economies based
on local, sustainable practices and presents examples of successful grassroots
movements that embody these principles, such as organic farming and seed
saving. She argues for a culture of peace, nonviolence, and inclusion, aiming to
reclaim the commons and promote equity. Ultimately, Shiva envisions a world
where economic and ecological justice are intertwined, ensuring the well-being of
both people and the planet.

Critical Evaluation

Earth Democracy: Justice, Sustainability, and Peace" by Vandana Shiva is a
seminal work that delves into the intertwined nature of ecological sustainability,
social justice, and global peace. In this book, She articulates a vision for an
alternative world order that challenges the prevailing neoliberal economic
paradigm and its associated practices that she argues are responsible for
ecological degradation, social inequity, and cultural erosion.

This book had some positive and negative aspects some of them are given below -
Positive Characters -

‘Holistic Approach : She had the holistic approach, which interweaves ecological,
social, and cultural dimensions, provides a comprehensive framework for
understanding the multifaceted nature of global crises.

‘Advocacy for Marginalized Voices : The book amplifies the voices of marginalized
communities, particularly small farmers and indigenous peoples, offering a
platform for their perspectives and solutions.



-Critical Examination of Power Structures : She is critique of corporate power
and neoliberal policies is incisive, shedding light on the often-overlooked
impacts of globalization on local communities and ecosystems.

Negative Characters

-Polarized Perspective : Some critics argue that her perspective can be overly
polarized, painting globalization and technological advances in a uniformly
negative light without acknowledging potential benefits or complexities.
-ldealism vs. Pragmatism : While her vision is compelling, some aspects may
appear idealistic or difficult to implement on a global scale. Critics question the
feasibility of entirely rejecting industrial agriculture and modern economic
structures.

‘Insufficient Engagement with Opposing Views : The book sometimes lacks
engagement with counterarguments and the perspectives of those who might
advocate for the benefits of biotechnology, trade liberalization, and economic
globalization.

Therefore this book is very helpful for those people who are interested to study
the ecology in relation with economic system, globalization and global peace.

It is easy to understand, had very simple language.

For students it is very helpful as it relate environment and economy, it helps to
understand the contemporary world

Devyani Singh
M.A. Previous
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BEST FROM THE WASTE
_

I've creatively transformed discarded CDs,
cardboard, and old clothes into unique artistic
creations, demonstrating a commitment to
sustainability and creative reuse. By painting
on old CDs, | give new life to what would
otherwise be electronic waste, turning them

into vibrant pieces of art.

from

Additionally,
cardboard and fabric scraps, merging fashion

I've crafted earrings

with environmental responsibility. These P '
earrings not only showcase intricate designs : QfJ\
but also highlight the potential of waste ..

materials to be reinvented into beautiful,

wearable art. My work underscores the
importance of upcycling, encouraging a shift
towards a more sustainable Ilfestyle by
proving that creativity and environmental

consciousness can coexist harmoniously.
-Sayoni Chatterjee
B.A.3rd Year



Should same-sex marriage be
legalixzed in India?

Arguments in favour

History:- Indian history has abundant usual traces of homosexuality in India.The sculptures and.
architecture of the Khajuraho temple,Sun temple in Konark, Rajrani temple,and even
the caves of Ajanta and Ellora are the live prove of practice of homosexuality in India and depict

same-sex relationships.

Legalising Same Sex Marriage-Legalising same sex marriage would not only provide legal recognition

for LGBTQ couples but also promote greater social acceptance and reduce discrimination.

Section 377 of the IPC which criminalized homosexuality was struck down by the supreme court of
India in 2018, which was a major victory for the LGBTQ+ rights in the country.In 2017, the GOI
introduced
the Personal Data Protection Bill, which includes a provision that includes ‘Right to Privacy’ as a
fundamental right The supreme court upheld the Right to Privacy as a fundamental right under the
constitution. It also observed that * “sexual orientation is an essential attribute of privacy” *

Mr. Raju Ramchandran, a learned social counsellor said that the petitioners have a fundamental
right to marry a person of one’s own choice under Article 14, 15, 19, 21 and 25 of the constitution.

The Chief lustice Of India, justice DY Chandrachud acknowledged that cohabitation is a fundamental
right, and it is the government's obligation to legally recognize the social impact of such
relationships. He also emphasised the need to assimilate same sex couples into society rather than
abstracting them. Since, the decriminalization of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code recognizes the
existence of same sex relationship.

Impact of Legalizing Same Sex Marriage-

Legalizing the same sex marriage would decrease divorce rates diminish youth suicide upto some
extent and it will also increase the number of orphan childrens successfully adopted.In july 2012,
New York City mayor announced that it contributed 259 million dollar to the city's economy in lust a

year, after it was legalized in 2011.

Conclusion- India is a diverse country where everyone is given importance. It had a rich tradition of
sexual diversity . So, in present era, same sex marriage should be legalized as it would not only
provide legal recognition and protection to LGBTQ couples but also promote equality and social
acceptance in society and reduce discrimination.
“Love was celebrated in India in its every form” - Rana Safvi( historian)

Contributors- B.A.3rd YEAR-Sayoni Chatterjee,Mrinaljit,Deepika Kumari, Hradayanshi,Prakriti Singh
M.A 1st YEAR-Pragati Gupta,Nisha Pal



Arguments in against

"Before we go knocking down our fences we better be sure why they were put there in the first place”
-GK Chesterton

From centuries, the purpose of marriage has been procreation i.e. building a family. We know that same sex
couples cannot have biological children hence in the long run it will lead to population decline which puts

tremendous social, political and economic strains on the larger society.

Opposing the adoption rights of the same sex couples, The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) has moved the supreme court against the legislation of same sex marriages and said that children raised
by same sex parents, have a limited exposure to the traditional gender role models and their overall personality
growth would be affected. The petition referred to studies which show that such a child gets affected both
socially and psychologically. Rosenfield's study shows that such children have distraction from school which

causes them not to feel motivated about going to school.

Society needs masculine and feminine energies to come together but with legitimization of same-sex marriages,
there will be no social institution that remains to encourage their intermingling. Marriage has never been so

heavily associated with wants and needs of adults as individuals.

"Marriage is not a fundamental right" - lustice PS Narasimha and Ravindra Bhatt.
Love is certainly something to be celebrated. However | am not yet convinced that a love that two people share
should necessarily have state sanction their union. State works for the benefits of citizens and must decide what

best meets the needs of the society at large and state needs traditional marriage.

Effects of legalising same sex marriage maybe more than what's society can handle, so I'm leaving you all with
questions to ponder upon:-

* Is society ready to debate the merits of polygamy and incest?

* Is society ready to levy lawsuits and fines against those who disagree with same sex marriage and speak openly

about it?

= Could society provide social security checks to multiples spouses as beneficiaries?

Contributors- B.A 3rd YEAR-Manasvi Gupta,Srashti Tiwari,Saumya Verma,Saumya Tripathi,Bhavya
Singh,Gudiya Yadav
M.A 1st YEAR- Saumya,Khusboo Pandey,Pragati Pandey
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POTRAIT PAINTING

- Sayoni Chatterjee
B.A.3rd Year




Thank You
Readers!!!




